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A behind-the-scenes look at the U of A’s own 


U of A committee looks for new 
solutions to budgetary crisis 


Alex Migdal 
NEWS EDITOR = @ALEXEM 


A committee at the University of Al- 
berta is rethinking the academic ex- 
perience for students as the institution 
readies itself for challenging fiscal 
constraints over the next three years. 

The newly launched umbrella com- 
mittee is the Provost Office’s latest ini- 
tiative under the guidance of Provost 
and Vice-President (Academic) Carl 
Amrhein. 

Amrhein invited the U of A commu- 
nity on March 28 to submit their ideas 
on spending funds more effectively to 
an online forum, a consequence of the 
two per cent increases in the base oper- 
ating grant promised by the provincial 
government over the next three years. 

Although the funds will offer the U 
of A some stability, it won’t be enough 
to cover the annual four per cent 


increase needed to maintain current 
services. 


‘*We call it the umbrella 
committee because it’s 
overarching all of the 
implementation groups. 
It’s sending the message 
that this is a high-level 
discussion looking for 
innovative solutions.” 


CARL AMRHEIN 

PROVOST AND VP (ACADEMIC) 

“The main issue is trying to find 
ways that allow the faculty, staff and 
students to continue to provide the 
fantastic education experience,” Am- 
rhein said, “but to allow people to re- 
allocate their time in different ways, 


so that they find it more fulfilling and 
satisfying. 

“We call it the umbrella commit- 
tee because it’s overarching all of the 
implementation groups,” he added. 
“It’s sending the message that this isa 
high-level discussion looking for inno- 
vative solutions.” 

The committee is made up of 25 
members from all facets of the uni- 


versity, including faculty deans, 
department chairs and _ student 
representatives. 


In addition, three working groups 
will focus on key cost-savings areas, 
including relieving time pressure for 
faculty, streamlining administrative 
processes and reviewing pension and 
benefit choices for staff. The chairs of 
those groupsalso serve ontheumbrella 
committee. 
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Changes to pension plan 
for staff being considered 


April Hudson 
STAFF REPORTER ® @APRIL_HUDSON 


New proposals to change the pen- 
sion plans of academic staff at 
the University of Alberta could 
impact faculty seeking early 
retirement. 


‘*(The changes) are 
definitely not a sure 
thing right now... there 
are alot of steps to 
approve this before we 
can do anything.” 

PHYLLIS CLARK 

VP (FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION) 


For more than a year and a 
half, the Universities Academic 
Pension Plan (UAPP) has been 


under review by its joint mem- 
bers, which include academic 
associations from the U of A, the 
University of Calgary, and the 
University of Lethbridge. 

Proposed changes would af- 
fect members looking to retire 
early, reducing their pensions by 
a percentage that corresponds 
to how early they are retiring — 
meaning the earlier they retire, 
the less they will likely receive in 
pension. 

“(The changes) are definitely 
not a sure thing right now, be- 
cause there are a lot of steps to 
approve this before we can do 
anything — specifically, the Aca- 
demic Association has to agree 
that these are worth doing,” said 
Vice-President (Finance & Ad- 
ministration) Phyllis Clark. 
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ond of all, it’s weird. Third of 
all, I don’t know if I would even 
want to date anybody from the 
U of A, just because I see them 


Zach Eaton Agvs IV 


“Not that I can foresee, 
because I have a girlfriend 
right now — we've been 
together for almost three 

years.” 
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University debates use of 
downtown gallery space 


Katelyn Hoffart 
NEWS STAFF = @KATELYNHOFFART 


The University of Alberta is seek- 
ing a joint partnership with the 
City of Edmonton that may gener- 
ate funding needed to operate va- 
cant space in the Enterprise Square 
Gallery. 

Despite qualifying as a “class one 
gallery,” due to its superior lighting 
and mechanical systems, the space 
has seldom been used over the past 
few years. It was renovated by the 
Art Gallery of Alberta as a tempo- 
rary home before they relocated 
as part of a deal with the univer- 
sity, which has now left the space 
unoccupied. The intent would be to 
run the downtown gallery on a full- 
time basis, ata cost ofup to $500,000 
per year. 

U of A’s Vice-President (Opera- 
tions and Facilities) Don Hickey said 
the partnership would allow for 
greater exposure and access to U of 
A Museums’ collections. 

The broader vision would be to 
further engage students and the 
greater Edmonton community in 
arts, culture and science without 
charging admission, he said. 

“The university would be put- 
ting up the physical space and 
paying for the operating costs, 


utilities and cleaning. The city, un- 
der this proposal, would then put 
in the programming dollars that 
would allow exhibits to be set up 
and arranged for, and advertised.” 

But Councillor Ben Henderson, 
a member of the city’s executive 
committee that will decide the fate 
of the space, isn’t so certain that the 
partnership will go through. 

“I suspect that the early price 
tag that was originally put on the 
table in the report isn’t sustain- 
able. I doubt the city could come 
up with that kind of money, but we 
don’t know what the other options 
are,” he said, referring to the 
$500,00 price tag. 

The city is currently reassessing 
the partnership and consulting with 
a variety of groups in trying to form 
a practical business model. 

One option would be for the part- 
nership to leave room for private 
investors to get involved, such as a 
sponsorship naming program of the 
spaces within the gallery. 

“We've been asked to go back to 
the drawing board with the city 
administration and ourselves, and 
come up with a business plan that 
incorporates or envisions trying 
to get some other partners to the 
table with respect to the funding,” 
Hickey said. 


The featured exhibits and edu- 
cation programming would be de- 
cided by an advising committee 
representing a variety of groups, 
who would relate the features back 
to the university, either through the 
artists themselves or through timely 
exhibit content. 

While the partnership is still un- 
der consideration by the city, Hick- 
ey is optimistic the two parties can 
strike a partnership. 

“My view is that we will come 
to an agreement with the city. We 
will able to put out a business case 
that goes together and allows us to 
open up and become live again,” 
Hickey said. 

“If we can’t do the partnership, 
it’s just going to be more difficult 
to have it being used on a continual 
basis because of the programming 
dollars required.” 

But Henderson said there’s still a 
long way to go with proposal, and he 
remains uncertain of a timeline. 

“I think it’s an exciting oppor- 
tunity and hopefully we find a 
way to move it forward, but I don't 
know how long it will take and I 
don’t know ultimately what it will 
look like.” 

Mayor Stephen Mandel will an- 
nounce the city’s decision on the 
partnership by the end of June. 


New umbrella committee considers 
technology a cost-effective measure 


UMBRELLA CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

The committee has met once so 
far, but will start meeting frequently 
once all community feedback has 
been gathered. But cost-effective 
measures were already brought up 
at the first meeting, Amrhein said. 

The committee wants Vice-Presi- 
dent (Information Technology) Jona- 
than Schaeffer and Jennifer Chesney, 
executive director of university web 
strategy, to look at deploying tech- 
nology in cost-effective ways. 

They’re also pushing for Vice-Pres- 
ident (Finance & Administration) 
Phyllis Clark to move quickly in im- 
plementing electronic authorization 
for expenses and reimbursements. 
The movie will save mountains of 
paper and hours of people’s time, 
Amrhein said. 

Students’ Union President Rory 
Tighe is serving as one of two stu- 
dent representatives on the com- 
mittee, alongside the Graduate Stu- 
dents’ Association president, Roy 
Coulthard. 

Tighe said the committee is a 
good idea for students, and will help 


ensure their academic experience 
doesn’t degenerate as a result of the 
U of A's fiscal constraints. 

At the committee’s first meeting 
last week, Tighe said he brought up 
the use of electronic support systems 
and technology in the classroom as 
an example of implementing cost- 
effective measures. 


‘| hope we see an 
institution that is strong 
(and) that has perhaps 
increased the quality of 
the student experience.” 


CARL AMRHEIN 
PROVOST, UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA 


“There’s some things we could 
do right now that wouldn't cost any 
money that would make the student 
experience a lot better, like posting 
exams and answers, or making sure 
that professors posted notes online 
if they have them.” 

Although the committee is obtain- 
ing input solely from the website at 


the moment, the SU could potential- 
ly branch out to students and act as 
their liaison on the committee next 
year, Tighe suggested. 

“We could get their input on the 
initiatives from the committee 
through a town hall, or even just 
posting on our website or through 
tweets and then bringing that 
to the committee.” 

But Amrhein noted there’s a 
limit to the number of great ideas 
the committee can consider, and 
said he’s hoping to quickly imple- 
ment three or four of them in 
each key area. 

The committee will also have to act 
on some of the suggestions by Octo- 
ber in order to accommodate budget 
expenditures for the fiscal year. 

“Thope we see an institution that is 
stronger, that has perhaps increased 
the quality ofthe student experience 

.. and that within the fiscal con- 
straints, we have a better institution 
at the end of the day,” Amrhein said. 

Members of the U of A commu- 
nity can submit their feedback at 
umbrella. ualberta.ca until April 30. 
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Get your foot in the door 


with an internship... 


Apply today to intern with 
UNA-Canada’s Multimedia & 
Multiculturalism (M&M) project. 


M&M works with media, such as national 
partner Shaw Media, and _ post- 

secondary institutions to bring qualified, 
trained and talented youth from ethno- 

cultural communities to benefit from 
unique internships within media organi- 
zations across Canada. 


Applications OPEN 


until April 4! 
www.mmunac.org 


United Nations Association in Canada 
Association canadienne pour les Nations Unies 
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Students 4()0/, 


every Wednesday on all regular priced products 


Premium Quality 
Great Value 
Guaranteed Freshness 


Candy and Chocolate 
* Over 200 types of assorted candies, gummies, 
sugarless sweets and chocolates 


Parties 


® Over 50 types of nuts, fruit & nut mixes and trail mixes 
* A wide selection of pretzels, corn snacks, 
Bits & Bites, cheese snacks and party mixes 
* Coffee, tea and assorted drink crystals 


Meal Ideas 


« Regular, whole wheat, rice and organic pastas 
* Regular and specialty soup bases, beans and cereals 
* Rice — short or long grain, basmati, white 
or brown, parboiled, wild or instant 


Health and Organic Foods 
* A huge selection of vitamins, minerals, herbal 
and specialty supplements, protein powders 
and packaged health foods & beverages 
* Gluten-free and organic products 


4 Convenient Locations to Serve You... 


Edmonton - 8069 — 104th Street N.W. (780) 438-0065 — only 3km from campus! 
Edmonton — 13846 - 40 Street N.W. (780) 456-6787 
Edmonton — 2077 - 98 Street N.W. (780) 461-4454 
Leduc - 5310 Discovery Way (780) 980-0816 


ON YOUR TOTAL PURCHASE OF $10.00 
OR MORE BEFORE TAXES* 


SAV Coupon effective until 
S Thursday, April 12, 2012 
g Limit one coupon per store visit. 
THIS OFFER EXCLUDES THE PURCHASE OF GIFT CARDS. 


“All applicable taxes shall be payable on the full value of the merchandise, While supplies last. 
We reserve the right to limit quantities. Coupon cannot be used in conjunction with the 10% Seniors’ 
& Students’ discount. No mechanical reproductions accepted. 


Check out our website to find store locations & weekly specials, 
search for products, view recipes and much more... 


Ejaa www.bulkbarn.ca (ae 


Every Wednosday, Seniors" & Students* save 10% on all regular priced products. 
* Must provide valid identification. Excludes gift cards. Cannot be used in conjunction with any other 
Promotional offer, Product selection and availability may vary by location. All references to savings claims are in 
comparison to our regular retail prices. While supplies last. On advertised items, we reserve the right to limit quantities, 


news = 4 


+4 


1,048,5/5 +1= 


YOU 


A Lecture by Evan Chrapko 
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THURSDAY, APRIL 12 


OD 


Doors at 5:30pm 

Lecture at 6pm 

Cash Bar and Complimentary 
Hors D’oeuvres at 7pm 


Register for free at 
su.ualberta.ca/LastLecture 


Evan Chrapko, '88 BCom, and his 
brother Shane, ‘90 BSc (Ag), launched 
launched their first company from a 
low-income housing project with no 
venture capital or institutional funding. 
30 months later, they sold it for $811 million. 


Evan is now co-CEO of Growing Power and Himark 
BioGas, converting tens of thousands of tons of 
bioWaste into clean, green energy. He maintains strong 
ties to his farming roots, in part through his involvement 
in the Birds and Bees Winery, the 100% certified organic 
winery run by his mother and sisters on the Chrapko 


family farm. 
+1 


wae) UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA 
“ ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 


CS) 


centre for student 
development 


APRIL 2012 


Connections On Campus 


cerane EE fesmccc: EE [lon 


ngateway = WWW.THEGATEWAVONLINE.CA = April 4, 2012 


Net 


Over 400 Members 


——— 


Don’t want your friends or people in your 
asses to know about your profile? 


Now you can make Tt leisible to whichever 


rmajors you choot. 


Sign up - it's fast and it's free! 
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U of A dating website sparks 
student connections of love 


April Hudson 
NEWS STAFF = @APRIL_HUDSON 


It started with a note, carelessly left 
ona bench in Humanities — or so it 
seemed. 

It was an enigma that piqued 
the interest of passing students 
and urged them to visit a certain 
website. 

Posters appeared in the weeks 
that followed, tacked up in build- 
ings all around campus. Loose notes 
fluttered from seat to seat, all bear- 
ing the same cryptic message: “Are 
you single?” 

It turns out the answer is yes — 
hundreds of students are single and 
ready to mingle on Connections on 
Campus, a dating website exclusive 
to the U of A community. 

Website creator Tyler Lazar said 
the website was originally supposed 
to be a reading week project. Having 
read numerous flirtatious messages 
in The Gateway’s Three Lines Free 
and getting a general awareness of 
the dating scene on campus, Lazar 
realized there would be a market for 
a dating website. 

“IT see a lot of people writing, ‘Oh, 
I wanted to talk to you, but I was 
too shy,’”” Lazar said. “It just kind of 
came together.” 


The second-year engineering 


physics student said the website 
doesn’t necessarily provide a so- 
lution to students’ dating woes. 
Rather, it offers an alternative way 
of meeting people that might work 
better for some students. 

“After the idea occurred to me, I 
did some Googling and found that 
there are already a few college dat- 
ing sites in the US that each operate 
at several universities across the 
country. I figured, why not here?” 
Lazar said. 

But the main difference between 
those websites and Connections on 
Campus is that his site only allows 
student with a U of A email to reg- 
ister, filtering out any unwanted us- 
ers, Lazar said. 

The site was originally called “U 
of A Connections,” but Lazar said 
he had to change the name for copy- 
right reason. 

Although Connections on Campus 
is the first website Lazar has started 
from scratch, it’s already attracted 
450 active members, a number that 
he expects will grow significantly in 
the future. 

“I’ve decided to keep a low pro- 
file, and until recently, only a couple 
close friends have known it’s me be- 
hind this site,” Lazar said. 

Lazar said he’s never used a dating 
website before, and doesn’t plan on 


making a profile of his own either. 

“T think making a profile on my 
own dating site would feel kind of 
wrong, you know?” he said. 

Some of the future features Lazar 
intends to improve include multiple 
profile pictures, and a live-chat sys- 
tem, as well as advertisements. 


“I did some Googling 

and found that there are 
already a few college 
dating sites in the US that 
each operate at several 
universities across the 
country. I figured, why 
not here?” 


TYLER LAZAR 
CREATOR, CONNECTIONS ON CAMPUS 


“Basically, my goal is I would like 
to monetize the website by putting 
advertisements on it eventually, if 
I could get enough traffic,” Lazar 
said. “Based on how much I'm get- 
ting right now, I could probably get 
a couple hundred bucks a month, 
but I’m just going to wait until sum- 
mer before I worry about that.” 

Students can access the website at 
connectionsoncampus.net. 


Pharmacy students training for theft 
EPS is teaching students how to properly react to prescription drug robberies 


Andrew Jeffrey 
NEWS STAFF = @ANDREW_JEFFREY 


As pharmacy robberies for narcot- 
ics steadily increase in Edmonton, 
a new initiative at the University of 
Alberta is educating up-and-com- 
ing pharmacists on how to react in 
a hold-up situation. 

The presentations given to third 
and fourth-year pharmacy students 
focus on face-to-face robberies that 
either use or threaten to use vio- 
lence on pharmacists. The initiative 
trains pharmacy students on the 
proper ways to react in a robbery. 

“The students are taught some 
things about how to prepare a phar- 
macy in a way that would discourage 
robberies. Things like good lighting, 
low shelves, no posters on the win- 
dows, cameras, stocking minimal 
narcotics,” said pharmacist Nicole 
Schottler, a victim of a robbery 
herself. 

Detective Regan Owen, who de- 
livers the presentation to students 
twice a year, said the most impor- 
tant thing for students to learn is to 
do as the robber says. 


“IT always tell every pharmacist I 
talk to, ‘Give them great customer 
service.’ And that sounds weird, but 
great customer service means tell- 
ing them what you're going to do 
and giving them what they want.” 

Owen initiated the project after 
investigating numerous pharma- 
cy robberies affected by workers 
who weren't responding correctly. 
He also enlisted the help of Jared 
Hewko, a civilian crime analyst for 
Edmonton Police Service. 

In their presentations, Owen 
speaks about methods of robbery 
prevention, while Hewko offers a 
scope of how common the problem 
is in Edmonton. 

“Ifsomeone came in, was pointing 
a gun at you and said, ‘Hey I want 
your whatever,’ you should give it 
to him,” Owen said. “But if you've 
never been trained any differently 
and never been taught what to do, 
you may not think that’s the right 
thing to do.” 

Obtaining the best evidence pos- 
sible is another priority for Owen. 
He teaches the students to try to get 
a good description of the robber, and 


to avoid cleaning up the area after 
the robbery, in order for the police 
to collect fingerprints, DNA samples 
and other forms of evidence. 

The initiative is also part of EPS’ 
initiative to combat theft in the city. 
In 2011, 31 pharmacy robberies were 
reported in Edmonton — exceeding 
the number of bank and liquor store 
robberies that year. 

This year, 16 pharmacy robberies 
have already been reported for the 
theft of various prescription drugs, 
such as oxycontin and morphine. 

“Worldwide, it boils down to sup- 
ply and demand. There’s a demand 
for this stuff because there’s a huge 
problem with addiction and abuse 
of that drug in society and in our 
community,” Hewko explained. 
“Unfortunately, the supply comes 
legitimately through prescription. 
But when that doesn’t work out, it’s 
got to be attained illegally, so rob- 
beries are one method.” 

“We want people to fully realize 
the problem that’s going on,” Hewko 
added. “The underlying problem 
that needs to be addressed is the 
abuse of these drugs in our city.” 
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Campaign combats student apathy 


April Hudson 
STAFF REPORTER = @APRIL_HUDSON 


Students at the University of Alberta 
are pledging to vote on April 23 in 
the provincial election thanks to the 
efforts of the Council of Alberta Uni- 
versity Students (CAUS). 

In an effort to increase student 
involvement, the Students’ Union 
officially rolled out its Get Out the 
Vote campaign last week, encourag- 
ing students to provide their names 
and emails in order to stay informed 
about the election. 

The campaign is running as ajoint 
effort between the U of A, the Uni- 
versity of Calgary and the Univer- 
sity of Lethbridge, which make up 
the CAUS. 

“Thanks to the hard work of our 
volunteers in the weeks to come, 
there will be students going out 
and trying to get students to pledge 
to vote,” announced Vice-Presi- 
dent (External) Farid Iskandar last 
Wednesday. “On April 23, students 
will make their voices heard.” 

“Decisions in the legislature im- 
pact the lives of students more than 
any other level of government,” 


Iskandar added, noting the provin- 
cial government’s power over tu- 
ition, fees and financial aid. 

In order to cater to students, pro- 
vincial candidates have been haul- 
ing out hefty promises, including a 
platform by the Liberal Party to im- 
mediately reduce tuition by $250 and 
phase out tuition costs until they are 
government subsidized by 2025. 

Likewise, the NDP is proposing an 
immediate reduction in tuition by 10 
per cent and elimination of all non- 
instructional fees. 

Students are often considered a 
major part of the 60 per cent of Al- 
bertans who don’t vote, according 
to Iskandar, who said the campaign 
will demonstrate that students do 
care about elections. 

“Even before this official launch, 
10,000 students have signed a 
pledge to vote in the upcoming elec- 
tion,” Iskandar said. “This is just the 
beginning of the campaign. In the 
upcoming weeks, dozens of volun- 
teers from the University of Alberta 
will be on locations across campus.” 

SU President Rory Tighe said he 
hopes the campaign will pull in 
over twice as many pledges as the 


current amount. 

“The whole idea is to get people 
talking about post-secondary educa- 
tion — getting parties to talk about 
it, and getting voters to demand they 
talk about it.” 

In previous elections, CAUS has 
spent money on advertisements 
in order to encourage voting, but 
it hasn't been very successful, 
Tighe said. 

This time, the campaign has re- 
cruited 100 volunteers to collect 
signatures, and will host candidate 
forums on April1o and 16. 

“This is a lot cheaper — and, we're 
hoping, will be a lot more effective,” 
Tighe said. 

The SU has also launched an on- 
line campaign, and volunteers will 
be calling, texting and emailing 
students who pledge their votes to 
remind them on election day to cast 
their ballots. 

“Our message to political parties 
will be clear: students are paying 
attention, students will be voting,” 
Iskandar said. “In this election and 
in the next sitting of the legisla- 
ture, we expect you to address our 
concerns.” 
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Acadamic staff association 
questions pension plan 


PENSION CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

The Association of Academic Staff 
ofthe University of Alberta(AASUA) 
has been discussing the propos- 
als since March 15. According to a 
statement AASUA released on their 
website, the current pension plan 
is unsustainable. 

“The design of the plan as it stands 
is too costly for the membership to 
sustain, and is biased towards a mi- 
nority of members who retire early,” 
the statement read. 

“(But) the closer to retirement 
that you are, the smaller the im- 
pact (of potential changes) on your 
pension — because the majority 
of your pension benefit will have 
built up under the current plan 
provisions.” 

Although the current plan defi- 
nitely needs to be changed, the AA- 
SUA said the proposed changes will 
require formal approval from atleast 
75 per cent of Universities Academic 
Pension Plan (UAPP) members. 

“All sponsors of the UAPP will be 
discussing the need for change ... 
over the next few months. It is not 
known at this time if all parties will 
agree to making any changes,” the 
statement said. 

According to the AASUA, if spon- 
sor representatives decide to seek 
approval on plan changes, all fac- 
ulty association members will have 
a vote in the approval process. 

The pension plan covers every- 
body in the AASUA, and in order to 
keep it sustainable, the university 
is looking at benefit changes that 
would be applied prospectively, 
Clark clarified. 

“(The changes) would apply on ser- 
vices beyond the date (of approval), 


which would depend on when all 
the agreements are in place,” Clark 
said. “Right now, if you retire at the 
age of 61, there is no reduction to 
your pension. The proposed chang- 
es) will recognize that you retire 
early.” 

If the proposed changes are ap- 
proved, the pensions of staff who 
retire at the usual age of 65 would 
likely not see any changes to the 
amount they receive — but the 
earlier staff members retire, the 
higher the reduction rate to their 
pensions. 


“The design of the plan 
as it stands is too costly 
for the membership to 
sustain, and is biased 
towards a minority of 
members who 

retire early.” 


THE ASSOCIATION OF ACADEMIC STAFF 
UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA 


Other proposed changes include 
an increase in compulsory pension 
age from 69 to 71, and an elimina- 
tion of the current 35-year cap on 
pensionable service, meaning that 
members who want to work beyond 
35 years of service would still be able 
to amass pension benefits. 

If UAPP decides to push the 
changes forward, a member vote 
will likely occur in late 2012 or early 
2013, with potential changes com- 
ing into effect between January 2014 
and January 2015. 

The AASUA was unavailable for 
comment as of press time. 
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U of Aimprov festival attracts 


an array of comed 


Paige Gorsak 
NEWS STAFF = @PAIGEGORSAK 


A University of Alberta improvi- 
sational theatre troupe is hoping 
to draw big laughs this week as 
they host their inaugural improv 
festival. 

The Notorious U.I.G.’s weeklong 
festival will attract nearly 60 stu- 
dents from various universities, 
colleges and high schools across 
Western Canada. 

The burgeoning improvisers will 
get a chance to network with other 
students and hone their comedic 
skills April 3-6. 

The student group, which 
launched six years ago with only a 
couple of students, has grown dra- 
matically since then. About 35 regu- 
lar members make up the group, 
along many casual attendees. 

The improvisers now meet twicea 
week, with regular workshops from 
local professionals and monthly 
shows for group members to dem- 
onstrate their burgeoning skills. 

According to Lacey Huculak, the 
club’s co-president, the festival will 
give the U of A students the chance 
to showcase their hard work and 
to recognize improv as a growing 
movement in universities. 

“It’s really nice to be able to bring 
the amateur improv world to Ed- 
monton,” Huculak said. “We're get- 
ting a lot of people from other plac- 
es, but we're also providing a new 
playing environment for the people 
in our group to perform for a larger 
audience.” 

“Canada’s university improv 
scene is slowly developing, and 
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we're just hoping to see more things 
like this grow and develop,” added 
Kevin Pinkoski, the group’s other 
co-president. “Improv is so different 
in every single city — you can learn 
just from meeting and performing 
with other people.” 

Huculak and Pinkoski were in- 
spired to launcha U of A improv fes- 
tival after witnessing the efforts of 
the University of British Columbia, 
which has hosted a similar festival 
for the past four years. 

“There are a lot of high school 
improvisers in Edmonton, but they 
just kind of disappear when they’re 
done school,” Pinkoski said. 

“The focus of this club originally 
was to really take advantage of that. 


University of Lethbridge 
Edmonton Campus 
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But Ithink the biggest thing that we 
get now is people looking for a nice 
sense of community and a group 
of friends on campus that they can 
have a lot of fun with.” 

As a result, the group allows all 
students to join, regardless of expe- 
rience or education. 

“It’s a lot of fun, and that’s what 
we focus on,” Pinkoski said. “It’s not 
too serious or intense, and I think 
that makes it a good experience for 
people who want to learn.” 

The festival will take place nightly 
from Tuesday through Friday at 7 
p.m. in room 2-190 of the Edmonton 
Clinic Health Academy. Thursday’s 
performance will take place in room 
2-115 of the Education Building. 
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Improving soldiers’ 
treatment a priority 
for new Military Chair 


Rachel Singer 
NEWS STAFF 


When Ibolja Cernak read the job 
description for Canada’s first and 
only Military and Veternans’ Chair 
in Clinical Rehabilitation, she 
knew it was exactly what she was 
looking for. 

“I thought, ‘Oh my gosh, that is ac- 
tually my dream job.’ Why? Because 
it involves working with soldiers di- 
rectly, and it involves working clini- 
cally with soldiers. So it was quite an 
excitement because of the unique- 
ness of the position,” Cernak said. 

A few months later, Cernak is now 
at the helm of the new University of 
Alberta position, which is devoted 
solely to clinical rehab for veterans 
and the Canadian military — the 
first of its kind in the country. 

Cernak said she wants to develop 
the new program specifically for Ca- 
nadian Forces personnel, in order to 
ensure they have life-long care based 
on the latest technology, research 
and diagnostics. The program will 
involve working directly with the 
Canadian military, researchers in 
academia and clinics to make it as 
comprehensive as possible. 

“What Alberta succeeded in do- 
ing by making this position is, by 
my knowledge, what nobody in 
the world has done concerning 
military,” Cernak said. “They put 
together resources from military, 
from clinics and from academia to 
solve all the problems which sol- 
diers are facing. With this set up, 
we are pulling all the resources and 


knowledge together so we are in 
very good shape to help soldiers ina 
meaningful way.” 

In five years, the program will 
offer soldiers greatly improved 
treatment, Cernak said, including 
better diagnostics, prevention and 
rehabilitation. 

Her first priority is to implement 
an accepted standardized criteria 
for the health care baseline for the 
Canadian Forces. She also wants to 
ensure that personalized medicine 
is accepted in the Canadian forces as 
a regular medical procedure. 

Thirdly, Cernak wants to imple- 
ment a functioning program in pre- 
empt mental health illness, which 
will “recognize mental health issues 
and problems long before they re- 
ally debilitate functioning.” 

In her former position at John 
Hopkins University Applied Physics 
Laboratory in Baltimore, Cernak’s 
role as Medical Director in the Bio- 
medicine Business Area was focused 
mainly on traumatic brain injuries. 

But her new role will involve fre- 
quent collaboration with research- 
ers at the University of Alberta Hos- 
pital, Glenrose Rehabilitation Centre 
and the U.S. Department of Veteran 
Affairs, among others. 

“We need all people to be involved 
and interested, so students, the 
community — actually everybody to 
take part in this program. Only then 
will we be successful,” Cernak said. 

“It’s very exciting, but very 
challenging.” 

Cernak started her new role in 
March 2012. 


University of 


Lethbridge 


Work toward a recognized Management degree while you 


hold a full-time job! 


e 4-year degree programs in Accounting, Finance, Human Resource Man- 
agement, Marketing, General Management, International Management 


e Study full-time or part-time (evening and weekend programs) 


e Transfer previous courses or complete the full 4-year BMgt degree in 


Edmonton 


e Already have a business diploma? Get your degree in as little as two 
years (2.5 if you have a professional diploma in another field) 


¢ Aiming for a career in Accounting? Ask about our CA Bridging Program 


Find more information (and life-changing opportunities) at 


EARNandLEARN.ca 


news = 8 


ugateway = WWW.THEGATEWAVONLINE.CA = April 4, 2012 


Famed paleontologist recognized for his travels 


a he Rachel Singer 
NEWS STAFF 


Throughout his illustrious career as 
a paleontologist, Philip Currie has 
seen it all. 

The University of Alberta re- 
searcher has visited every continent 
at least once. His work on dinosaurs 
has taken him from the scorching 
heat of South America to the frigid 
cold of Antarctica. In the past year, 
he’s been to Madagascar, Mongolia 
and Australia, among others. 

But it’s in New York City where 
Currie recently achieved one of his 
greatest feats: winning the presti- 
gious Explorers Club Medal for his 
“extraordinary contributions” in 
the field of exploration and scien- 
tific research. 

The professional society recog- 
nizes achievement in the scientific 
exploration of Earth, and bestows 
the medal — its highest award — 
to renowned travelers. For Currie, 
it’s an honour that he describes as 
“unbelievable.” 

“I can't believe looking at the 
list of people that Iam now one of 
the people on there,” Currie said. 
“To be considered as one of the 
top 100 in the Explorers Club is 
pretty prestigious, to say the least. I 
was surprised first of all that I was 
even considered for the medal, let 
alone get it.” 


GLOBAL TRAVELER Philip Currie stands in his U of A research lab. RACHEL SINGER 
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Currie’s connection to the 
Explorers Club dates back to his 
childhood, when he developed 
an interest in palaeontology after 
reading a book by Roy Chapman 
Andrews. Andrews, known for his 
expeditions in China and bringing 
back the first-known fossil dinosaur 
eggs, joined the Explorers Club four 
years after its founding in 1904. 


“The thing about 
dinosaurs is that they 
didn’t recognize political 
boundaries, so to really 
understand them, you 
have to work in different 
parts of the world.” 


PHILIP CURRIE 
PROFESSOR, DEPARTMENT OF BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES 


“Roy worked in Mongolia and 
China in the 1920s and he wrote 
about what it is like to be a scientist 
doing research in the field,” Currie 
said. 

“That’s what inspired me to be- 
come a palaeontologist. The in- 
teresting thing was not only did I 
follow in his footsteps, but he was 
also one of the recipients of the Ex- 
plorers Medal back in 1932, so it was 
kind ofa nice connection.” 

Nearly a century later, Currie’s 


research aims to understand the 
evolution and migration patterns of 
dinosaurs. Curie and his team have 
already identified 30 dinosaur spe- 
cies throughout their travels, but 
are still on the hunt for more. 

“The thing about dinosaurs is 
that they didn’t recognize political 
boundaries, so to really understand 
them, you have to work in different 
parts of the world,” Currie said. 

Although they don’t typically be- 
long to the same species, dinosaurs 
found in Alberta are also found in 
Asia and are often part of the same 
family, he said. 

“We've really been able to increase 
our understanding here of Alberta 
dinosaurs because of the fact that 
we work in Asia so much.” 

Still, despite his extensive trav- 
els, Currie said the best place to re- 
search dinosaurs is in his own very 
own backyard — Alberta. 

“Alberta is still the best place ... 
and where we can do the most,” 
Currie said. “But I think a lot of the 
excitement in paleontology is being 
able to relate dinosaurs either in 
terms of where they move and what 
their behaviour is, and of course 
how they are actually related to 
each other.” 

Currie gave his first talk at the Ex- 
plorers Club in the 1980s, and has 
been a member of the club since 
2002. 
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Trying on clothes in front of 
others can lower self-esteem 


Jacquelin Gregoire 
NEWS STAFF = @JAKIGI 


Intense comparisons in change 
rooms while shopping can be harm- 
ful to both customers’ self-esteem 
and product sales, a University of 
Alberta study has found. 

Business professor Jennifer Argo, 
along with researchers Daren Dahl 
and Andrea Morales, studied wom- 
en who compare themselves to 
more attractive customers in stores 
and how that can affect their buying 
decisions. 

The team conducted three field 
studies where undergraduate 
students went to stores and tried 
on pieces of clothing alongside 
a stranger posing as a customer 
wearing the same piece. 

“People who have what we call 
low body self-esteem, and don’t like 
their current weight or physical 
appearance, responded very nega- 
tively to another consumer trying 
onthe same product as them,” Argo 
said. 

“We weren't surprised that peo- 
ple were engaging in comparisons. 
What we were surprised at were 
the implications and how powerful 
these comparisons can be. It can 
turn (people) off buying something, 
which is important for retailers 


to know.” 

Forcing customers to parade in 
front of communal mirrors can 
cause detrimental comparisons 
with other consumers, and expose 
them to comments from salespeo- 
ple that can have a surprisingly neg- 
ative impact, the study suggests. 

“When (salespeople) say a prod- 
uct looks good on you, it’s not actu- 
ally a good thing. And if they flatter 
somebody else and not you, it’s even 
worse,” Argo said. 

Store owners could decrease the 
likelihood of negative associations 
by providing separate mirrors in 
each changing room, Argo said. 

“Keeping salespeople out of the 
change room section isn’t such a 
bad idea, and keeping customers 
in the privacy of their stalls is really 
important,” she added. 

Aside from comments and the 
pressure applied to lockinasale, the 
researchers found that sales people 
had little effect on the customers’ 
evaluation of a product. 

The study used the same equally 
attractive individual to pose as ei- 
ther a customer or a salesperson, 
but it was always the customer who 
affected the other consumer’s deci- 
sion to buy the product. 

“That was an insightful discovery 
for me, because I always wondered 


if it was a good idea for companies 
to have their employees wear store 
merchandise to boost sales. I kind 
of expected it to be detrimental,” 
Argo said. 


‘When (salespeople) 
say a product looks good 
on you, it’s not actually 
a good thing. And if they 
flatter somebody else 
and not you, it’s even 


“The salesperson is a real per- 
son wearing the same product. But 
they’re in a separate role from you 
so they're not a true person you can 
identify with, similar to a model 
in a magazine.” 

This is why companies can get 
away with portraying attractive 
women in advertisements to sell 
their products, Argo explained. 
Since the models aren't as identifi- 
able to the public, their supposed 
physical superiority doesn’t affect 
sales in a negative way. 

Argo’s study was published in the 
Journal of Consumer Research. 


Alberta’s whitebark pine in danger 
U of Aresearcher examines the impact of beetles on the diminishing trees 


Kenan Kigunda 
NEWS WRITER 


Beetle infestations that have rav- 
aged British Columbia forests are 
now threatening the precarious ex- 
istence of Alberta’s whitebark pine 
trees, according to a recent study at 
the University of Alberta. 

Evan Esch, a masters student in 
the Department of Renewable Re- 
sources, is researching the recent 
uncontrolled outbreak of moun- 
tain pine beetles in Alberta. But his 
work is one of the first to focus on 
the impact of the pests on the prov- 
ince’s whitebark pine population, 
a species already endangered by 
the exotic fungal disease known as 
white pine blister rust. 

“The current outbreak is 10 times 
larger than anything previously on 
record, and ... is a symptom of bad 
forest management practices over 
the past 100 years — planting mon- 
ocultures, suppressing fires, and 
trying to grow forests like they’re 
crops,” said Esch, who has studied 
the impact of mountain pine bee- 
tles on whitebark pine trees over 
the last two years. 

Because the 


species is not 


harvested for lumber, there has 
been little economic interest in 
their plight. However, the trees 
play an important role in the prov- 
ince’s ecology, and are especially 
important due to their diminished 
numbers. 

Esch’s findings show that there 
is cause for both hope and concern 
for the trees. Mountain pine beetles 
do no better in whitebark pines 
than they do in their usual host, 
lodgepole pine. 

“(In) some other pine species 
in the province, the beetle actu- 
ally does a lot better than in the 
average host, so that was a good 
finding,” Esch said. 

“A positive outcome for the tree is 
that this host isn’t remarkably bet- 
ter than the normal host, and then 
the flip side of that coin is that the 
beetles are still capable of killing 
and reproducing in these trees.” 

The same techniques and tools 
used to combat infestations in 
lodgepole pine, such as spraying 
the trees with pheromones that 
trick the beetles into thinking that 
a tree is already infected, apply 
equally well to whitebark pine. 

However, whitebark pines are 


quickly losing what was once 
their greatest defence against the 
beetles — climate. 

Usually found at elevations 
where cold temperatures stunt the 
development of pine beetles, white- 
bark pines are feeling the effects of 
global warming, which has made 
temperatures more favourable to 
the beetles. 

“Things are getting worse for 
these forests,” Esch said. “In the 
near future, there’s going to be 
more mountain pine beetle activ- 
ity, but it’s not quite optimal (for 
the beetles) yet, so that means that 
populations will be spreading a bit 
slower.” 

That means that in the short 
term, forest management officials 
will be able to fall back on familiar 
strategies. But Esch emphasizes 
that there is no easy fix that will 
ensure that the whitebark pines are 
still here for the next generation. 

“It’s going to take long-term plan- 
ning ... across the entire continent,” 
Esch said. “People are going to have 
to coordinate and change the way 
we manage our forests to deal with 
this, especially in light of the cli- 
mate becoming warmer.” 
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EDITORIAL COMMENT 


Retirement reform 
effects will be felt 
for generations 


AGE 67 IS THE NEW FASHION FOR THIS SEASON — WHEN IT COMES 
to eligibility to receive oldage security pension payments in Canada, that 
is. Age 65 is out. 

When the federal budget was announced last Thursday, a big shock 
for some was that those aged currently 54 and younger will now have 
to work two extra years, to the age of 67, before they can receive Old 
Age Security payments. This was laid out by the Harper government 
as a well-thought- out plan to save our economy from financial disaster 
brought on by an aging population that now receives pension payments 
for 20 or so years after retirement. 

It’s true that Canada does have an aging population that could poten- 
tially put a damper on taxes being paid if everyone retired at age 65, and 
that paying out two extra years of pension fora population that is living 
longer than previous generations would be an extra $24,000 or so per 
person, but this hardly seems like the best course of action the Harper 
government could take. It’s a kick in the pants for all the people in our 
parents’ age group who fall just short of the age 54 cut-offmark and have 
been planning on retiring at 65 for the past 30 or so years. 

Perhaps two extra years doesn't seem like that long. A lot of people 
already choose to work past the age of 65, or re-enter the workforce after 
retiring. From a financial perspective, Canadians are also collectively 
living longer than before and apparently staying healthier, putting fur- 
ther strain on the OAS pension plan. But things aren’t looking good for 
the younger crowd that must not only fund the older generations when 
they retire, but now must deal with additional years of those people 
taking up jobs. 

It’s hard enough to find a decent job in our chosen fields of study after 
graduating from university. The youth unemployment rate in this 
country is 14.7 per cent, about twice that of the national unemployment 
rate. And hand-in-hand with a rise in unemployment is a drop in wages 
earned — up to a seven per cent decrease in wages for each one per cent 
rise in unemployment. It’s not exactly the pretty picture you dreamed 
up of when you imagined graduating from post secondary. 

Tuition rates are high and student debt continues to pile up. The aver- 
age Canadian student now graduates with $27,000 of debt. There is 
fierce competition for quality jobs upon graduation, so it’s not a surprise 
that many students return to the higher halls of learning to add on to 
their degrees in the hopes of having an edge up in the job market when 
they finally do enter it, much-delayed. 

Aswell, by the time the older generation arrives at those lasttwo years 
before retirement, they will presumably have earned a nice salary raise 
and tidy benefits from day one on the job-and rightly so. But that reality 
also means companies have fewer resources to hire new grads, whichis 
not a great economic situation for anybody but that near-retiree. 

So with the struggle to find a decent job post-graduation already on 
the table, the fact that the older generation will remain in the work force 
for two extra years is going to make it even more of a challenge to find 
a career—and not just a ‘pay the bills’ kind of job. And it’s hard to start 
saving for your own retirement when you're living on a diet of ramen 
noodles — not to mention thinking about purchasing a home and start- 
ing a family. 

The youth and middle-aged adults of today are simultaneously being 
asked to compete with and support the older generations, and are not 
going to have it easy. 


Rebecca Medel 
SPORTS EDITOR 


MICROTORIAL COMMENT 


Filistix will be dearly 
missed after university 


AFTER ATTENDING THE UNIVERSITY FOR FOUR YEARS, IT HURTS 
me to be leaving for a 16-month work term. Many people could cite a 
number of reasons as to why they’re sad to leave the university: they 
won't get to see their friends as often, or they’re going to miss being 
involved in student groups and sports teams. 

That’s all well and good, but there’s only one reason to feel a twinge 
of sorrow for leaving the university: you can't get Filistix anywhere but 
CAB or at MacEwan. 

Not only do I have to become a productive member of society, but I 
have to do so without the delicious comfort of Filistix’s chicken adobo. 
This will surely be a difficult 16 months — Ijust hopeI can make it. 


Jordan Ching 
ONLINE EDITOR 
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letters to the editor 


University must do more 
for transgendered people 


(Re: “Pageant ousting not bigotry,” by 
Darcy Ropchan, March 28) 

As queer students of the univer- 
sity and hosts of CJSR’s radio show 
Gaywire, we are very troubled that The 
Gateway published Darcy Ropchan’s 
column “Pageant ousting not bigotry:” 
it is transmisogynic (feeling and/or 
displaying violent hatred towards 
transgender people}, and ill-informed. 

The facts are that Jenna Talackova 
was disqualified from the Miss Canada 
Pageant because the organization does 
not recognize or respect her gender 
expression. Contrary to what Ropchan 
stated, this is a matter of discrimina- 
tion because an individual was denied 
access to an organization based on 
their identity. 

Ropchan’s assessment of the situa- 
tion displays transmisogynist bias in 
the intentional misuse of the pronoun 
‘he, and the insensitive discussion of 
Talackova’s birth sex. Additionally, 
Ropchan implied that Talackova lied 
about her gender in order to deceive 
people and cheat the system-a line of 
reasoning commonly used to delegiti- 
mize and demonize trans people, and 
justify violence towards them. 

Ropchan’s mistakes cannot be 
chalked up as ‘careless ignorance’ or 
some other sloppy excuse. Ropchan 
decided to comment on this issue 
when it is obvious that they know next 
tonothing about the history or realities 
oftransgender Canadians. Responsible 
journalism requires diligent research 
and Ropchan could have contacted 
any of the numerous scholars at this 


university who are informed about 
sexuality and gender issues, and/or 
the LGBTQ organizations on campus 
and throughout Edmonton. 

Responsiblejournalismalsorequires 
editors to make sure that they publish 
relevantandaccuratelanguage. Tothis 
end, it is known good practice to cite 
preferred gender pronouns. As radio 
news hosts we have a similar role, and 
recognize our responsibility to educate 
ourselves, and represent the stories we 
air with respect and integrity. 

Ropchan’s column is problematic as 
it perpetuates ignorance about trans- 
gender issues, and ultimately sends 
the message that transgender people 
are not safe on our campus. We urge 
readers and the staff of The Gatewayto 
think about this, and hope that at the 
very least, the publishing of Ropchan’s 
column serves as a reminder that we 
have a long way to go before the U of A 
isa safe space. 


Jil Jorgensen & Alexa DeGagne 
HOSTS, GAYWIRE 


FROM THE WEB 


Beauty pageants 
inherently discriminatory 


(Re: “Pageant ousting not bigotry,” by 
Darcy Ropchan, March 28) 

Alright I'm tired of these politically 
correct comments, so I have to chime 
in. This is private organization. They 
receive no public money. They make 
their own rules, and as such they 
need to be aheared to by their partici- 
pating members. All fairly common 
sense things. Also, I would think we 


all would agree that the miss uni- 
verse beauty pageants are inherently 
discriminating. That’s what they are. 
A friggen beauty pageant sprinkled 
in with intelligence, ability, etc, etc. 
However, mostly a beauty pageant, 
where perfectly shaped breast, waists, 
hips, ass and symmetrical faces gener- 
ally rule the winners circle. However, 
everyone is up in arms now that said 
private organization used discrima- 
tion to disqualify a participant because 
she lied to the organization about one 
of their qualifications. Everyone is okif 
some average-looking woman doesn't 
make the cut because shejustisn't good 
looking enough, but everyone is up in 
arms that someone who failed to meet 
one of the pageants qualifications gets 
disqualified. They are both discrima- 
tory in their own ways, but that’s what 
a beauty pageant is. If you dont like it, 
don't watch it, don’t support it. No one 
is holding a gun to your head. Now I'm 
not against her fighting the policy, and 
trying to get it changed. Go for it. The 
thing that pisses me off is that people 
say its discriminating. Well yeah fuck- 
ing duh. What did you expect, these 
ladies arn't running for political office 
here. Good grief. 

Same with you people who dislike 
Darcy’s writing style. No one is making 
youreadhis articles. Youdon'tlikehim, 
don’t read his articles. Seems fairly 
simple. It’s also an opinion article, 
which can be loosely seen as just a blog. 
It’s not hard journalism here. It’s an 
opinion of your fellow university stu- 
dent or classmate. If you're looking for 
true, hard-hitting, straight to the facts 


PLEASE SEE LETTERS * PAGE 15 
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Downtown renovations not simple 


Scott Fenwick 
OPINION STAFF 


Starting this April, construction crews 
will start digging up Jasper Avenue 
between 100th and 102nd Streets to 
replace the waterproofing over Cen- 
tral LRT Station. The City of Edmon- 
ton will use this opportunity to re- 
design Jasper Avenue’s streetscape, 
which has the potential to kick-start 
a decade of city-building as Alberta 
comes out of the recession. 

Once completed, this new 
streetscape will make Jasper Av- 
enue more attractive and pedestrian- 
friendly. Taken with current build- 
ing projects going up in Edmonton’s 
downtown, it shows an increasing ap- 
preciation having an active city core 
among both local politicians and de- 
velopers. Although this revitalization 
process is ambitious, Edmonton's 
downtown area presents many chal- 
lenges. Diverting street traffic, ensur- 
ing a proper mix of retail businesses 
and residences and the threat of bad 
neighbourhoods are all factors that 
need to be considered. 

The re-design’s main goals include 
reducing the number of lanes along 
the avenue to allow for the replace- 
ment and widening of sidewalks, 
planting more trees along the route, 
as well as replacing its horribly out- 
dated green light posts, utility kiosks 
and benches. Making the strip more 
attractive and walkable creates a bet- 
ter business case for storefront retail 
development in new and existing 
office buildings, as people are more 
likely to walk along it. Having stores 
and services in a walkable distance 
also helps make living downtown 
more realistic, which in turn feeds 
into retail development. 

Given the hassle to traffic with 


street work, the City should be com- 
mended for taking such bold steps in 
improving downtown's esthetics. If 
city leadership continues to be bold 
over the next decade, Jasper Avenue 
may hold the same value and atmo- 
sphere as Whyte Avenue, a popular 
destination both day and night. 

That is to say, if the city doesn't 
cheap out. For a downtown to suc- 
ceed, it needs to have a good com- 
bination of offices, storefront retail 
shops and housing within it. So far, 
things are looking up, as the num- 
ber of people living downtown has 
doubled since 2000. But there are 
still many problems with Edmonton’s 
downtown that need more than an 


esthetics improvement. 
For example, some of the city’s 
poorest neighbourhoods _ border 


downtown to the north, leading to 
a general sense of insecurity for the 
whole area. Downtown’s many vacant 
lots exacerbate this feeling. The fact 
that less than two per cent of people 
live there also keeps downtown from 
being a very attractive place to opena 
retail business. Both result in a cycli- 
cal effect,where the lack of residents 
results in a lack of businesses that are 
open beyond normal office hours, 
which in-turn makes downtown less 
attractive to live in. 

It’s from this point that the city will 
need to make some tough decisions 
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on how much it wants to intervene 
in the affairs of private business. It al- 
ready has zoning guidelines in place 
for new and renovated buildings to 
make them more attractive from the 
street. But the problem remains that 
downtown has a lot of ugly buildings 
with no form of retail on the main 
floor, as well as parking lots that 
could be developed into something 
else. The city-commissioned report 
recommends seizing the opportunity 
and developing the largest of these 
parking lots into a new high-density 
community with a park, although it 
doesn't lay out how to go about it with 
current landowners. If the local econ- 
omy picks up in the next few years, as 
predicted, these problems may take 
care of themselves. If that doesn’t 
work, the City could actively lobby the 
owners to better develop their prop- 
erty and offer to help find potential 
developers and tenants. In the most 
extreme situations, the city has the 
option to expropriate the property to 
force a change themselves. 

Ultimately, the response will 
depend on how badly Edmonton 
wants change from downtown's 
present mediocrity. Downtown has 
the potential to become as popular 
as Whyte Avenue years from now, 
but City leadership needs to avoid 
taking simple shortcuts to get it 
there. 


We believe even small projects 
have huge potential. 


Because working here is about more than helping customers choose 
the right product. It’s about tapping into our inner potential to help people 
create a space worth calling home. It’s called “unleashing your inner orange” 
and it’s about our ability to make a difference in customers’ lives where it 


matters most. 


Through extensive training, tuition reimbursement and more, The Home 
Depot gives us the support we need to expand our knowledge, develop 
new skills and build promising futures. In turn, we have the confidence to 
contribute to home improvement projects—both large and small. 


That’s the power of The Home Depot 


— Jordan, Ashley, Sonia, Home Depot Associates 


A variety of part-time and seasonal opportunities are 
available for college and university students. 


Jf 


We are committed to diversity as 
an equal opportunity employer. 


Apply online at homedepotjobs.ca/3884 and discover how you can unleash your inner orange! 
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Got something that you need to get off your mind? Either email us at threelinesfree@gateway. 
ualberta.ca, tweet @threelinesfree, or message us at www.thegatewayonline.ca/threelinesfree 


you write for the gateway 

Ithink you're in love with me 

sorry for the cold shoulder 
seriously, don’t live in lister 

Stand perfectly still. 

Undeniably smashing, 

Nigel Thornberry. 

Build more Tim Hortons. 

Increase in police presence. 

Safer neighbourhoods. 

If you are going to come to class 
early and sit in the aisle seat don't 
make a big deal about it when 
people have to walk by you. 

I found the nicest pen of my life in 
Rutherford. To whoever lost it, it’s 
gone toa good home. 

Am I the only person seeing the 
Freddie Mercury silhouettes 
around campus? 

The Go Center is a moderately func- 
tional center. Not enough parking, 
and too loud inside during events 
Math 113 course evaluation day: 
Girl writes “You're a great prof!” on 
the whiteboard then devises a plan 
with her friends to clap for the prof 
when he walks in. ..WHUT JUST 
HAPPENED. 

Roses are red, 

Sois bacon, 

Poems are hard, 

Bacon. 

Sorry, but gauges are sizes. Ears are 
not gauged, they are stretched. 
Why is Darcy Ropchan such a 
troll? 

What happened to the guy who 
proposed to his girlfriend? We 
need to know damnit! 
ATTENTIONIDIOT BABIES: merely 
smelling cigarette smoke will not 
harm your health, especially when 
you're out-fucking-side. 


Commentors on webistes suck. 


Like you. 


You deserve the best learning 
experience possible and Athabasca 
University knows how to deliver. 
As Canada’s leader in online and 
distance education, we offer more 
than 800 courses in 50 programs 
to take you and your education 

to the next level. 


Learn more at 
explore.athabascau.ca. 


From one girl to another: Leggings 
are not pants. 

That is all. 

Dolgetanything special for having 
every copy of the gateway printed 
this year?? 

If you are eating in close proxim- 
ity to others can't you at least make 
sure your food doesn't smell like 
ass? 50 minutes is a long time to 
smell rank food. 

Old sketchy man at Rutherford: 
Stop smiling at me. We are NOT 
friends. 

I don’t get what all the hype about 
hunger games is about. Seems like 
twilight 2 tome. 

Even though the beard is gone your 
opportunity to say hello is not. 
Takethe chance. Be surprised. _ 
In regard to the complaint about 
the couple in CAB: jealousy is a 
dont worry man, i like to bring my 
high boyfriend to class, too 

Here’s to the inconsiderate twats 
who have shown up late all semes- 
ter. Stop fucking showing up next 
time. 

when i said i would punch you, i 
really meant i would kiss you back. 
How can Indira say “unleash your 
inner radical” and then suppress 
the protests on campus by the 
Occupy & water movement? 

These eloquent words, 

In my attempt to woo you, 

Are not getting through. 

TETRIS. if you're gunna do it, don't 
suck balls at it 

The Gateway reserves the right to 
refuse publication of any submis- 
sion it deems racist,sexist or hate- 
fulin nature. 


Athabasca University Al 
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UofA 


STUDIO 
THEATRE 


TIMM F FOR THE ARTS 
UNIVER OF ALBERTA 

TICKETS $5—$20 available at the 
Timms Box Office and TIX on the Square 
www.studiotheatre.ca 


mouvows Catalyst Ay ratitiation 


Department of Drama 


Alberta 


Liberal, 


The Liberal party of 
Alberta plans to erase 
tuition by 2029. Is 
Education a right? Or 
ass of the week? 


world premiere 


Conceived by JONATHAN CHRISTENSON 
_ and BRETTA GERECKE 


Developed in association 
with Catalyst Theatre 
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Josh Schmaltz 
OPINION STAFF 


Last week it came to light that the 


| Faculty of Engineering has received 


$3 million in additional funding from 
the provincial government. This new 
money comes from an existing agree- 
ment between the faculty and the 
province, and the funds are being used 
to increase the faculty's enrolment. 

However, that doesn’t change the 
fact that there is still little money avail- 
able for all of the other faculties that 
have been forced to make cuts at this 
university. Faculties that have been 
“doing more with less.” There have 
been numerous staff cuts over the past 
few years, and there are departments 
at this university that still cannot af 
ford office phone lines. Meanwhile, 
the Faculty of Engineering is con- 
structing new buildings and bring- 
ing in more students. In doing so, it’s 
getting more than its fair share at the 
expense of other faculties. It appears 
government and university adminis- 
tration are playing favourites. 

A university is supposed to be a 
place where people are free to study 
whatever they are interested in, and 
every subject should be treated equal- 
ly. In theory, everyone should get the 
same quality of education across ev- 
ery degree program. That’s not going 
to happen if some departments are 
better-funded than others. 

Yes, the university got a two per cent 
hike in its operating grant for the next 
three years. The problem is that the 
funding increase is likely only going to 
cover the cost of inflation, if that. The 
university administration won't re- 
quire departments to make any more 
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Faculty funding unbalanced 


Lat 


budget cuts, but there aren't enough 
funds to fix what’s already been cut by 
the faculties. There just isn’t enough 
money to properly fund everything. 

The Faculty of Engineering claims 
it would have to accept fewer new 
students without the money, com- 
pletely forgetting the other facul- 
ties that have been forced to work 
through funding cuts. The Faculty of 
Arts would be hard-pressed to create 
an additional 250 student spaces with 
its current budget. Perhaps it would 
be more prudent to cut enrolment 
in order maintain the quality of the 
programs here at the U of A. Doing so 
would make the admissions process 
more competitive, and students get- 
ting into these programs would have 
a much better appreciation of how 
fortunate they are to be able to attend 
university. 

It is the university's job to create an 
environment that promotes learning. 
Creating funding disparities between 
programs instead is not fair to the 
people on the losing end of the deal. 
Interestingly, the new money for the 
Faculty of Engineering doesn't do any- 
thing to address the “market modifi- 
ers” — a fancy phrase for extra tuition 
fees — that now apply to new students 


INTHE MONEY Engineering’s looking pretty good. Not so much the others. RYAN BROMSGROVE 


coming into engineering programs. 

Perhaps the university should be 
dealing with ensuring consistent qual- 
ity of education for the students who 
are already here. Increasing enrol- 
ment while departments struggle to 
make ends meet does not work, and 
clandestine funding deals between the 
provincial government and individual 
faculties undermines the promises of 
fairness and equality that this institu- 
tion was founded upon. 

So what should be done about this? 
More provincial funding for the entire 
university would help, but that is more 
a pipe dream than an actual solution. 

Realistically, it’s going to take a tu- 
ition hike or a reduction in enrolment 
in order to properly balance the uni- 
versity’s budget. The Faculty of Engi- 
neering was fortunate enough to work 
out a deal with the province when the 
university could not provide adequate 
funding, but such deals should not be 
necessary. 

It’s pretty clear that the university 
cannot afford to properly educate its 
current students. That means these 
students will have to pay more for 
their education, or there will need to 
be fewer students at this institution. 
It’s the unfortunate truth. 


Mulcair sees big picture with oilsands 


Joel Aspden 
OPINION WRITER 


Thomas Mulcair, Quebec’s former 
minister of Sustainable Development, 
Environment and Parks, was recently 
elected leader of the NDP and with 
the position, leader of the Official Op- 
position. With strong foundations 
in environmental politics, Mulcair’s 
watching Alberta's oil industry, and 
he’s not looking through the same 
eyes as Harper. 

Many Albertans are not interested 
in learning about the darker side of 
the oilsands, but Mulcair has brought 
up some points that might be worth 
a closer look. As someone who could 
one day be Canada’s Prime Minister, 
Mulcair’s approach reveals a leader 
with a promising vision for both Al- 
berta and Canada as a nation. 

As Alberta’s economic pillar, the 
oilsands — or tarsands, as their crit- 
ics like to call them — provide a large 
number of jobs to both local and for- 
eign workers.Worries surrounding 
changes to this pillar come from ir- 
rational fears that jobs and the econo- 
my would be sacrificed as the result of 
any alterations to the delicate system. 
As Mulcair points out in a recently 
published article, the majority of 
these fears are unfounded. 

In the article, the NDP leader refers 
to the Porter Hypothesis, a well-sup- 
ported economic paradigm that sug- 
gests strict environmental regulations 
can motivate an economy through 
increased commercial competition. 


The federal Conservatives are moving 
against this idea as of late, reverting 
instead to more archaic methods of 
economic management. The Tories, 
like an old loaf of bread, have already 
gone stale, and Mulcair would give a 
modern set of eyes to a slowly regress- 
ing economic framework. 

Rather than subsidizing the practic- 
es of oil companies and investing tax 
dollars into carbon-capture programs, 
a long-term waste of money, the new 
NDP leader wants to see realistic ac- 
countability brought to those manag- 
ing the manufacturing of oil under the 
protective blanket of the Conservative 
government. Mulcair’s reformed “cap 
and trade” economic policy would be 
a beneficial model that promotes in- 
novation through competition, as well 
as environmental awareness. 


Mulcair’s approach, 
despite being critical of 
oil companies and the 
Harper government, is 
well-rounded. 


Accountability, however, means 
more money spent on self-monitoring 
and clean environmental practice — a 
style of management the oil-grinches 
don’t want to invest in, and are there- 
fore keen on warding off. 

Prior to the economic collapse in 
2008, manufacturing jobs, including 
those related to the oilsands, were 
eroding due to poor economic prac- 
tice under Conservative leadership. 
Despite loud warnings, the Tories 
ignored their errors in their manage- 
ment, and have continued down the 
same detrimental course, giving more 


and more control to the companies in 
charge, a course that Mulcair would 
certainly end. 

Opinions about the NDP often de- 
volve into conclusions that they're a 
money-grabbing party that gives more 
time tothe environment than the econ- 
omy. But what's worth noticing, is that 
they’re not just a bunch of tree-hug- 
gers, but a group of people looking for 
a difference in management and hop- 
ing to install much needed account- 
ability. Change with the environment 
in mind is not something to be feared, 
but something to be welcomed. 

Referring to Alberta's economic 
free-ride, Mulcair reminds us that 
most manufacturing companies in 
Canada respect environmental laws, 
and are right in doing so to avoid nega- 
tive consequences. Oil companies, on 
the other hand, are more accustomed 
to sly inside-work, lobbying the gov- 
ernment to modify the law to suit ever- 
more selfish interests. This practice is 
essentially leading to the erosion ofen- 
vironmental policy and accountability 
at the hand of Harper's “foolishness.” 

Mulcair’s approach, despite be- 
ing critical of oil companies and the 
Harper government, is well-rounded, 
focusing on the economic impact 
rather than just the environmental 
impact — which is what people gener- 
ally assume the NDP focuses on. Mul- 
cair’s ideas might seem anti-Albertan, 
they focus more on a more national 
perspective that is not just suited to so- 
called greedy Albertans. 

While it’s unlikely that Mulcair will 
see the title of Prime Minister — at 
least any time soon — it takes a person 
with a different set of ideas to help bal- 
ance Parliament, and it looks like he’s 
up for the job. 
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Kelly must clarify his political intentions 


Ryan 
Bromsgrove 
OPINION EDITOR 


Brent Kelly, University of Alberta 
Undergraduate Board of Governors 
Representative? Or Brent Kelly, NDP 
Member of the Legislative Assembly 
of Alberta for Calgary-Lougheed? He 
may have won the BoG rep position 
here in the second round with 54 
per cent of the vote, but his decision 
to remain an NDP MLA candidate 
should worry both groups of would- 
be constituents. 

Should he win in Calgary, he could 
not hold both positions. The Legisla- 
tive Assembly of Alberta is respon- 
sible for the Post-Secondary Learn- 
ing Act, which governs the Board of 
Governors. Being a member of both 
would be a conflict of interest. 

But wait. Could he, or any NDP 
candidate, actually win in a southern 
Calgary district? If not, then no big 
deal, right? Well, it’d be convenient 
to appeal to a tiny chance of winning 
to dodge the whole issue, but the 
question is irrelevant. Putting your 
name down to run for office implies 
you intend to win — the alternative, 
running without intention to win, 
would be a cynical and selfish disser- 
vice to those you want to represent. 

First, a win isn’t completely out of 
the question. The Calgary-Lougheed 
district was won by Progressive Con- 
servative Dave Rodney in the two 
previous provincial elections, with 
more than 50 per cent of the vote 
each time. In second place, with 
around 28 per cent both times, was 
a Liberal candidate. As the Liberals 
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have yet to announce a candidate for 
the district, a Wildrose/Progressive 
Conservative vote split might allow 
an accidental NDP win. 

But the problem we're left with is 
that Kelly’s successful campaign to 
be the BoG rep implied his intention 
to be the BoG rep. And now, his pres- 
ence in the provincial election like- 
wise implies a conflicting intention 
to be an MLA. So whatever ends up 
happening, those in each constitu- 
ency are,currently left with a candi- 
date who is sending mixed messages 
about his political intentions. 

During the SU elections, Adi Rao 
said that he would step down as 
NDP candidate for the Drumheller- 
Stettler race if he won the Students’ 
Union presidential race. 

Kelly escaped that question, so I 
asked him what the provincial race 
meant for whis forthcoming BoG rep 
duties via a public tweet on Satur- 
day. I received a private response, in 
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which he admitted it would be a con- 
flict of interest, but also that he was 
at that time, “still debating exactly 
what (he’d) do if (he) won both.” 

He’d better make up his mind 
soon, because keeping hold of his 
BoG nomination while also vying 
to be an MLA is irresponsible. He 
knows he can’t have both, but that 
doesn’t mean he should be waiting 
to see if he'll have the choice before 
he makes it. In the meantime, the 
Students’ Union and the students he 
claims he wants to represent are left 
with uncertainty as to whether he 
will fulfill the duties he is currently 
training for. 

In the event that he wins in Cal- 
gary and goes to the legislature, stu- 
dents will have to restart the process, 
leaving them without effective rep- 
resentation for the beginning of the 
year. Moreover, the four-week long 
campaign for a district in an entirely 
different city is happening at a time 
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that he should be focusing on tran- 
sitioning into the BoG rep position. 
So if he loses the race in Calgary, 
he'll be arriving at the BoG at a dis- 
advantage — putting students at a 
disadvantage. 

Meanwhile, NDP voters in the Cal- 
gary district would be right to worry 
about the other possibility-that he 
won't choose them. The failure to 
indicate what he wants hurts both 
the NDP’s chances of winning in 
that riding and their credibility as a 
whole. Allowing a candidate to run 
with murky intentions at best makes 
them appear as a party that will es- 
chew reliability for the sake of put- 
ting names on ballots. 

Kelly has to choose which posi- 
tion he wants. He can't have both, 
but keeping his options open hurts 
the Students’ Union, the students he 
should be preparing to represent, the 
people of Calgary-Lougheed and the 
Alberta NDP as a whole. 


SoBABCASH 


GRAND PRIZE OVERALL 
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the burlap 


sack 


Hey, why are you so angry, bro? 
How many times have you been 
just sitting there, minding your 
own business and looking normal 
when some asshole comes up to 
you and asks you that? That’s why 
these people are being stuffedinto 
the Burlap Sack this week. 

I have a serious looking neu- 
tral face. I’m all business all the 
time. But that doesn’t mean I’m 
not a happy guy. In fact, I’m prob- 
ably the happiest person I know. 
But despite my bubbly personal- 
ity, lalways get some douchebag 
coming up to me at least once a 
day and asking me why I’m mad 
or why I don't smile more. And 
it’s usually my dumbass friends. 
Well thanks for caring. I wasn't 
mad, but after you spewed out 
your half-wit observation about 
me, Iam pretty mad. So thanks 
for ruining my day, prick. 

And smiling is overrated. Life 
is not that great. It’s certainly not 
good enoughto be walking around 
smiling like an idiot at everyone. 
Smiling should only be reserved 
for special occasions like acing a 
test, winning a contest or watch- 
ing achild fall down some stairs. 

Thenexttime someoneasks you 
why you're mad when you're actu- 
ally not, just shoot that person a 
death stare and start growling at 
them. Show them what true anger 
looks like. 


The Burlap Sack is a feature where 
a person or group who needs to 
be put in a sack and beaten is ridi- 
culed in print. 
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My awesome PC makes me 


Adrian Lahola- 
Chomiak 
OPINION STAFF 


I am an obnoxious and proud owner 
of a powerful personal computer and I 
will spend hours of my life perusing fo- 
rums and blogs to hunt down anyone 
who disagrees with my elevated opin- 
ion of myself. Playing video games is 
not a hobby for me; it is a distraction 
from my life’s work, which is to argue 
with everyone about how I am better 
than they are because I have access to 
a tricked-out PC. People will try to ar- 
gue with me about how their Macbook 
Pro is somehow superior to my PC, but 
what do these hipsters know about 
anything? 

Publishers know and fear my 
comrades and tremble in fear at our 
mighty online petitions and steadfast 
boycotts. I look at the world and say, 
“why is everything here not purpose- 
fully designed to please me?” and then 
complain on every website I can about 
this problem. People deserve to know 
my opinion whether they asked for it 
or not. I do not do all of this because I 
am a douchebag; I do it because I am 
a PC gamer. Why can’t people just ac- 
cept the fact that I know more than 
them? 

I take playing video games very se- 
riously. My desk-or elite master race 
battle station, as I like to call it-is my 
headquarters for punishing noobs on- 
line. 'm in a clan, which is super hard- 
core and it’s how you know!’ma team 
player who is serious about winning. I 


the superior human being 


think video games are a serious com- 
petition and I will make sure that any- 
one who thinks they are about ‘fun’ is 
taken care of. 

When I see the console peasants 
talking about their preferences in 
video games, it makes me want to dry 
heave. Who do they think they are? 
Having fun, enjoying video games 
based just off their own merits and not 
what I think/read on Rock Paper Shot- 
gun. They can be wasting their lives 
on those simple, fun and easy to use 
consoles when they are only $1,500 
dollars, days of research and hours of 
painstaking construction away from 
becoming a member of the upper 
class. 

Video game publishers owe it to me 
to ensure that every single game they 
release is catered directly to me. Last 
week, when Ubisoft suggested playing 
Assassin's Creed with a gamepad in- 
stead of a mouse and keyboard I felt so 
personally offended that I sent them 
a strongly worded e-mail and then 
congratulated myself on my brave 
activism by photoshopping a picture 
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MY COMPUTER IS BETTER THAN YOURS Don’t even try to argue with me. DAN MCKECHNIE 


of Gabe Newell hugging me. How 
dare they suggest that a keyboard and 
mouse is not the far superior control 
method for the game they designed. 

Games made with the PC in mind 
are inherently superior both in the 
mechanics and the community. Enjoy- 
ing games such as Starcraft and De- 
fence of the Ancients is a sign of intel- 
ligence and handsomeness. Only the 
most brilliant tacticians can wrap their 
heads around the blinding complexity 
of games such as these, which is why 
you see them only on PC. I will in the 
same thought promote Battlefield 3 
on the PC and also ignore the horrible 
interface and game design choices 
simply because the PC version was the 
lead over consoles. 

I don’t play games as muchas I used 
to since I discovered that there are 
plenty of other master race members 
ready to circlejerk with me about the 
latest post on Rock Paper Shotgun, 
but I do enjoy them somewhat. But 
nothing will ever top the pleasure I get 
from being a member of the glorious 
PC gaming brethren. 


— TE 


authorized dealere 


LETTERS CONTINUED FROM * PAGE 10 
journalism, I'd think The Gateway 
would agree that youre looking in 
the wrong place. Take a breath, graba 
drink, and take it for what itis. 

Sorry, Ijust had to get that off my 
chest. 


“Politically correct by being 
incorrect” 
VIAINTERNET 


U of Ashould spend less 
on PR stunts 


(Re: “U of A President calls for more 
community input in adress,” by 
Katelyn Hoffart, March 28, 2012) 

Like many of you, today I received 
the mass email from Provost Carl 
Amrhein, asking for suggestions on 
the university’s financial issues. 

Irepost here what Isubmitted: 

A good way to streamline costs and 
to be more responsible with univer- 
sity resources wouldbeto stop having 
“pizza parties” for 1,200 people. 

How much did this PR event cost? 
This type of unnecessary spending 
worries me when it’s my tuition and 
fees on the line. I have family mem- 
bers who work for the university 
who had to take a three per cent pay 
cut recently. A friend of mine hasa 
family member facing possible lay- 
offs in her department. And here 
we are wasting our money on cheap 
pizza to give Indira a nice photo op? 

Do you really need to ask for sug- 
gestions for “fundamental, sustain- 
able solutions” and how to “use our 
funds most effectively”? 

How abouta little common sense. 


Kent Hendrick 
VIA INTERNET 


President should do 
more for sustainabilty 


( Re: “An Interview with President 
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Indira Samarasekera,” 
Fenwick, March 28, 2012) 

The SCIENCE says we should not 
be releasing any more CO2 into the 
atmosphere, because climate change 
is quickly becoming uncontrollable; 
yet IS’s IDEOLOGY says, let us exploit 
the oilsands. 

The SCIENCE says we have to 
rapidly become a sustainable soci- 
ety, or there will be NO society. IS’s 
IDEOLOGY says we have to continue 
to grow. I know that we have an 
Office of Sustainability, but does IS, 
as the president, vocally and aggres- 
sively support it and promote its per- 
spective. Does she have any genuine 
commitment to sustainability; Ihave 
seen nothing to make me think so. I 
don’t listen to all her speeches, but 
those I do seem more directed to 
expansion rather than conservation. 

Barlow has committed her life to 
the issue of water and its equitable 
distribution. Water is essential for 
alllife, not just the bits of life that can 
afford it. 

Sunita Narain may be really good 
at what she does. But being inthe top 
100 of an arbitrarily chosen list of a 
ertainly not left-wing magazine, does 
not make her the best choice. 


by Scott 


Craig Hilroy 
VIAINTERNET 


Letters to the editor should be sent 
to letters@gateway.ualberta.ca (no 
attachments, please). 

The Gateway reserves the right 
to edit letters for length and clarity, 
and to refuse publication of any letter 
it deems racist, sexist, libellous, or 
otherwise hateful in nature. The 
Gateway also reserves the right to 
publish letters online. 

Letters to the editor should be no 
longer than 350 words, and should 
include the author's name, program, 
year of study, and student ID number 
to be considered for publication. 


With any 
purchase of $50 


Memory stick promotion available while supplies last. (This promotion is available at 


our Whyte Ave location only). 


Time for a new Smartphone? 
Ask us about our Any Time Upgrades! 


——____ 
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written by Alana Willerton 
photos by Selena Phillips-Boyle 


“Could we please have the actors take their positions on stage?” 


The voice comes from the middle of the audience, where 
the stage manager and lighting designer sit behind a 
long table littered with their notes. Both of them sport 
black headsets, and there’s a large silver microphone 
laying in front of them. A few rows down to their right 
sits the video production crew, and in the very back row, 
the sound design crew is shrouded behind their equip- 
ment. There are a few spectators and crew members 
scattered throughout the aisles, but otherwise, the the- 
atre is empty. The only light in the theatre is being emit- 
ted from the stage, bathed in a deep red light, and froma 
few tiny lamps on each table. 

It’s a week before the opening night of Studio Theatre's 
production of whisper, and the entire production crew 
and cast isin the middle of a cue-to-cue rehearsal, bring- 
ing together the technical elements of the play with the 
acting for the first time. 

After rehearsing for several painstaking hours, the 
cast and crew have just returned from their dinner 
break, and are ready to start up again. 


The visionary 


Standing in front of the stage manager's table in the 
centre of the theatre, the director watches the actors on 
stage, who are all holding ropes attached from above 
offstage. 

“Can youall stand?” the directorasks the actors, slowly 
walking from left to right in the aisle. 

“Alyson, take halfastep onstage. Richard, canyoutake 
halfa step on? Now, can you all pull the ropes taut?” 

After staring at the stage fora minute, he turns around 
to face the stage manager and lighting designer sitting at 
the table. Motioning to the stage, the director murmurs 
thoughtfully to them as they scribble down notes. 


No stranger to the theatre, director Jonathan 
Christenson has been through this stage of the rehearsal 
process countless times. As the creative director at 
Edmonton’s Catalyst Theatre, Christenson is known for 
his original productions, where he often triples as the 
writer, composer and director. Whisper, a collaboration 
between Catalyst Theatre andthe U of A’s Studio Theatre, 
is no exception. 

But while he may be a renowned director in his own 
right, the creative process of whisper has presented 
challenges to Christenson unlike any of his previous 
productions. In fact, only a month ago, there was no 
script to speak of at all. It wasn’t until the first week of 
rehearsal, when the cast first shared their personal sto- 
ries that would eventually become the script, that whis- 
pertook onany real direction. Without a script to rely on, 
Christenson had to blindly lead the cast and crew for- 
ward as the rehearsal process progressed — even though 
he himself wasn’t always entirely sure what they were 

headed towards. 

“Igo into each of my pieces with asense of not knowing 
the answer,” Christenson says. “There’s interesting chal- 
lenges in how you lead a large group of people when the 
leader is saying, ‘well, I don't know. I think that by going 
into itin that way, it really creates a safe environment for 
people to say ‘we don't have to have all the answers, we're 
going to figure it out together.” 

Thankfully, with the help of the cast and crew, 
Christenson has been able to find the answers and the 

show will go on. Still, even as late as the week before 
opening night, it’s not uncommon for the directorto stop 
in the middle of a rehearsal and silently observe what’s 
happening on stage. In a play as emotionally charged 
as whisper, the simple act of contemplation is often 
the most effective way for him to discover what isn’t 


working. 
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“Sometimes, I’m just trying to figure out 
what the hell needs to happen,” Christenson 
laughs. “The rehearsal process is about trying 
to recapture the feeling of that original tell- 
ing of the story. At the same time, we're also 
heightening it with all the technical elements 
of imagery and sound. So youre trying to 
make sure that all of that comes back to the 
essence of what that original storytelling 
moment was.” 


The action on stage 


The actors hold their positions onstage with 
the ropes for what feels like an eternity, though 
it’s really just a little more than five minutes. 
The actors wait patiently as the director con- 
tinues to make adjustments on various levels, 
while the stage crew mills around on stage 
altering the ropes. Some of the actors chat 
quietly amongst themselves, while others 
can be heard practicing a few lines of a song 
for the next scene. Finally, seemingly satis- 
fied with what he sees, the director gives the 
go-ahead to move on, and the stage manager 
asks the actors to take their rope to its offstage 
position. 

The cue-to-cue may drag a bit for the actors, 
but it’s just as much work. For Paula Humby 
and Richard Lam, two of the actors in whis- 
per and members of the BFA acting class, it 
means long hours of standing in the same 
position, or repeating sections of scenes over 
and over again until they have it downandcan 
move on. 

At eight hours of rehearsal a day, six days 
a week, it’s easy to see how the process could 
become draining. Add school work, classes 
and time spent memorizing lines on top of 
that, and it’s no wonder the actors get frus- 
trated when people doubt the amount of work 
that goes into what they do. 

“It drives me crazy when people say, ‘Oh, 
you're in acting school.’ I never go home! I 
sleep here sometimes!” exclaims Humby. 

“I think everybody knows we work, but I 
don't think everybody understands that we 
are working,” Lam adds. “It is hard work to be 
inthat rehearsal focusedand working for eight 
hours a day. It’s really draining both physically 
and mentally. I’m not sure how much people 
realize that itis a job.” 

Preparing for whisper presented its own set 
of challenges to the actors, who only received 
the full script two days before the start of 
technical rehearsals. The limited preparation 
time and uncertainty about what was coming 
next meant they had to trust the director was 
taking them down the right path. 

“There was this period of time where we had 
no ideaifany ofthis was going tobe useful, and 
we were trying really hard without knowing if 
it was going to even end up in the show,” Lam 
says. “But now that we have a shape, you can 
really see where all of our contributions ended 


up, and you can really see how worthwhile all 
of that work was.” 


Let there be sound 


“Standing by for the top of chapter four, at the 
line ‘My parents tookavery selective approach 
to parenting.” the stage manager calls out. 

“We have to go from the top of the song,” the 
director says. 

All at once, the lights on stage dim except 
for a single spotlight. One of the actors steps 
into the light, a blindfold over his eyes. The 
stage manager murmurs something into his 
headset and a hauntingly beautiful song spills 
out into the theatre, cueing the actor to start 
singing. 

“My parents took a very selective—* 

“Thank you,” the stage manager says, sig- 
naling the end ofthe scene’s run through. 

In a play like whisper, the role of sound 
design cannot be overstated. It’s the sounds 
and music created by the sound crew that fill 
out the emotions and feelings being played out 
onstage. 

And according to Sydney Gross, a fourth- 
year student in the U of A’s BFA Technical 
Theatre Production Program and co-head of 
sound with Studio Theatre’s Matt Skopyk, 
there’s a lot more to sound design than simply 
pushing a few buttons on a soundboard. 

At the start of the rehearsal process, the 
sound design team was in charge of record- 
ing the actors singing in a recording studio, as 
well as taking pieces that the director himself 
had written and remixing them into music for 
the production. Beyond that, Gross was also in 
charge of the set-up of the sound equipment 
within the theatre, which proved to be more 
difficult than even she imagined. 

“Setting up sound is kind of complicated,” 
Gross admits. “You've got the speaker that goes 
through the amp, which goes through this, 
which goes to that rack, which goes through 
this patch bay, which is routed to the board, 
which then goes to the computer. It’s more 
complicated than I thought it would be. 

Not only is the sound design crew in charge 
of all the music during the show, but Gross is 
specifically responsible for the 11 mics that the 
actors wear during the play. To make sure that 
the sounds and mics are playing at the right 
levels during performances, the sound crew 
will be mixing the music live in house during 
the play, since it’s the easiest place to hear 
them from. 

“I mix all of the mics of the actors, because 
for each scene or chapter in the show, they 
have different effects,” Gross says. “Some 
people have reverbs, some people don’t have 
reverbs, some people speak and some people 
yell. Sol have to take care of what the levels are 
for each thing they say. I have a script with a 
lot of messy notes, but I understand it, so that’s 
what matters.” 


The suit makes the man 


Rehearsing the next scene, three actresses 
march sombrely across the stage in full bridal 
outfits. Thanks to a strategically-placed fan 
offstage, theirlong, gauzy white dresses billow 
out behind them, and you can tell they’re 
trying not to step on each other’s trains. On 
their heads are white wigs, styled up into a 
tangle of hair. Continuing to march offstage, 
the first bride suddenly grasps her head. Her 
wig is falling off, and it’s clear she’s desper- 
ately trying to recover without breaking char- 
acter. But the moment is too much for the crew 
in the audience, who all burst out in spontane- 
ous laughter. 

These bridal outfits are just one of the elabo- 
rate costumes used in whisper. Essential tothe 
production design, all ofthe costumes are part 
of the artistic vision of production designer 
Bretta Gerecke, whose creative mind has 
resultedincostumesthatevokethelookofanart 
installation. 

VictoriaKrawchuk, athird-year BFA Theatre 
Design student, is Gerecke’s assistant, and one 
of the individuals responsible for the creation 
of whisper’s costumes. Her role as an assistant 
means understanding the production design- 
er’s vision for the show, and then being able to 
recreate that vision. 

“Bretta will have one design done, and 
then she'll come in and say, ‘Can you recre- 
ate this?’” Krawchuk explains. “She'll hand 
you something and say, ‘Create this, or hand 
you a sketch and say, ‘Create this.’ So myself, 
the head of wardrobe, Joanna, and Ann, work 
together to create those things.” 

Once again, whisper’s unique premise 
makes the creation process an interesting 
one for the design crew, who literally have to 
construct some of the costumes on the actors 
during fittings. The delicate nature of the cos- 
tumes, due to the use of material like real wil- 
lows, strings and a stretchy knit fabric called 
stocking net, means the two dressers back- 
stage during the performances are always be 
kept busy. 

“There’s going to be a lot of maintenance 
on this show because we expect that some of 
the branches might break or some of the tape 
might become loose or whatever,” Krawchuk 
says. 


The voice behind 
the curtain 


The cast prepares to tackle a scene that 
involves the lowering and raising of several 
trees onstage in near total darkness, which 
the actors must maneuver their way between. 
Picking up the “God mic,” a large silver micro- 
phone that overrides all the headsets being 
worn by the production crew, the stage man- 
ager prepares to start the scene. 
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“If we can have everybody standing by, 
please,” the stage manager says. “We'll be 
practicing first with just the lowering of the 
trees, then the trees with the lights, and then 
the third time we'll add sound.” 

He begins to lower the mic, then brings it 
back up to add: “If anyone feels unsafe at any 
time, say stop.” 

With a few murmurs into his headpiece and 
a few flips of the pages in his prompt book, the 
stage manager cues the crew, who begin to 
lower the trees onstage. 

The role of the stage manager, while not 
nearly as glamorous as a part onstage, is one 
of the most important to a production. From 
organizing rehearsals and scheduling cos- 
tume fittings to co-ordinating all of the tech- 
nical and artistic aspects ofthe show, the stage 
manager is essential to the successful run- 
through ofa performance. 

Tackling the role of stage manager in whis- 
per is Al Gadowsky, a fourth-year student 
in the U of A’s BFA Technical Theatre Stage 
Management program. With constant altera- 
tions to the play’s ever-changing script, it’s up 
to Gadowsky to make sure the entire cast is lit- 
erally on the same page at all times. He’s also 
in charge of making sure the director's vision 
is being carried out night after night, becom- 
ing the cast and crew’s go-to guy. 

“For me, it’s about consistency every night 
and making sure my team and J are doing the 
same things every night,” Gadowsky says. 
“And ifsomething goes wrong, that Ican react 
to itin the appropriate manner and make sure 
we get back ontrack to the show that everyone 
wants to see.” 

While Gadowsky is the man in charge come 
opening night, he can't stress enough how 
much he depends on the entire cast and crew 
to be able to do what he does. With the direc- 
tor’s vision acting as the overarching struc- 
ture for the play, the rest of the cast and crew 
are able to tailor their roles accordingly to 
further the creation of the play. It takes all of 
them, he says, to make the night a memorable 
one for the audience. 

After several stops and starts throughout 
the rehearsal, a scene is finally being played 
through in its entirety. All at once, each indi- 
vidual element begins to come together on 
stage to create a cohesive, breathtaking scene. 
The lights, the music, the costumes, the acting 
— they each play their role in bringing the 
essence of whisper to the stage for a few brief, 
wonderful minutes. 

As suddenly as it began, the scene ends. As 
the lights come up onstage, the sound of props 
and set pieces being returned to their positions 
can be heard from behind the curtain. 

“Thank you,” says the stage manager, jot- 
ting down a quick note. “Okay everyone, we're 
going to take a 15 minute break, then meet 
back here afterwards.” 

Closing his prompt book, he signals the end 
of rehearsal. 
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NAPPING LIKE A CHAMP 


Titanic, the Musical 
in Concert 


With Anna Beaumont and the Edmonton 
Metropolitan Chorus 

Winspear Centre (Sir Winston Churchill Square) 
Wednesday, April 4 at 7:30 p.m. and Thursday, 
April 5 at 9:30 a.m. and 7:30 p.m. 

$20 at winspearcentre.com 


Almost 100 years ago, the sinking of the 
Titanic shaped an entire generation. Now, with 
its centennial anniversary rapidly approach- 
ing, people everywhere are once again paying 
homage to “the unsinkable ship.” While 
Hollywood is marking the occasion by rere- 
leasing James Cameron's iconic film Titanic in 
3D, Edmonton is doing its part with Titanic, the 
Musical in Concert. Featuring 150 local artists 
and a 40-member orchestra, this Tony award- 
winning musical is our own way to remember 
the iconic disaster. 


April Art House Party and 


NextGen Social 


Presented by Jam Union 
Thursday, April 5 at 8 p.m. 
The Artery (9535 101 Ave.) 
$8 at yeglive.ca 


A night of music and art dedicated to a good 
cause, Edmonton’s NextGen is hosting its 
second monthly social event, with musical 
performances from the likes of F&M, Mae 
Anderson and Martin Johann Kloppers. 
The night will feature a silent art auction to 
raise funds for the Youth Emergency Shelter 
Society, featuring creations from local artists. 
There will also be performances of interactive 
art installations throughout the night. 


Greetings from... 
Exchanging Cultural 


Ideals Through Tourism 


Opening Thursday, April 5 from 4-6 p.m. 
Human Ecology Building, First Floor Gallery 
Free 


Travelling just wouldn't be the same without 
the souvenirs that we pick up along the way. In 
anew exhibit from the department of Human 
Ecology, students examine the meaning 
behind the souvenirs travellers buy and how 
they reflect their cultures of origin. Featuring 
items fromthe Clothingand Textile Collection, 
this exhibit brings new meaning to our travel 
mementos. 


Fashioning Feathers 


Guest-curated by Dr. Merle Patchett and 
Dr. Liz Gomez 

Runs until Sunday, Jan. 6, 2013. 

Royal Alberta Museum (12845 102 Ave.) 
$7 admission 


There was once a time where a feather in 
your hat was the most fashionable accessory 
you could have. While our fashion sensi- 
bilities have changed, that doesn’t alter the 
fact that bird feathers have had a significant 
impact on the fashion world. Originally an 
exhibit at the U of A’s FAB Gallery, the Royal 
Alberta Museum has since joined in to revamp 
Fashioning Feathers, enhancing and broaden- 
ing the scope of the entire display. The exhibit 
explores the effect birds and their feathers 
have had on fashion and hat making, while 
examining the endangerment of the entire 
class of animals. 
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The Cat Empire reflects on 11 years 
of parties and new musical projects 


The Cat Empire 


WITH » Guests 
WHEN Saturday, April 7 at 8 p.m. 
WHERE » The Starlite Room (10030 102 St.) 


HOW MUCH 


$32.50 at primeboxoffice.com 


Andrew Jeffrey 
ART & CULTURE STAFF = @ANDREW_JEFFREY 


In their first 11 years together, eclectic Aus- 
tralian group The Cat Empire was defined by 
a relentless party schedule. Touring a setlist 
of riotous party songs, the band became well- 
known for their energetic concerts all over the 
world. But over the past four years, they've 
begun to move away from the attitude that at- 
tracted so many fans. 

It’s clear that their original material played 
a huge part in establishing their still-growing 
fanbase. Their global following is now signifi- 
cant enough that they’re still touring in cele- 
bration of their 10th anniversary from last year 
because they didn’t have enough time to reach 
all their fans. Their debut album recently went 
triple platinum in their native Australia, giving 
proof to the fact that more and more people are 
coming to The Cat Empire’s early material. 

“It’s a sign that people are still discovering 
our music, which is a really good feeling for a 
band: to realize that generations are coming up 
and discovering our music as they get older,” 
Jamshid “Jumps” Khadiwala, the group’s DJ, 
says. 

Butifnew fans are expecting the same sound 
as their debut album, they’re about to dis- 
cover something strikingly different. The Cat 


Empire first set out to write easygoing reggae 
songs with hip hop beats. But on their latest 
album Cinema, those clear genre definitions 
are now impossible to find. Instead, they've 
been replaced with deeper and more mature 
content, especially compared to their first hit 
single “Hello,” a fun party song about a love of 
beautiful women. 


“A few years back, we were 
doing so many shows that it felt 
like we were locked into this 
and that this was going to be 
what we were going to do for 
the rest of our lives, and that 
came as a bit of a downer for 
some of us. So we had to take a 
step back and go, ‘What 

makes us happy?’” 


JAMSHID “JUMPS” KHADIWALA 
DJ, THE CAT EMPIRE 


“We're comfortable with not having to write 
a full party tune — that’s where the matu- 
rity came about,” Khadiwala says of the lat- 
est recording. “We don't have to write a party 
banger, we just want to focus on writing good 
songs. That was a sign of maturity amongst 
ourselves.” 

For Khadiwala, the growth from pure party 
songs to more nuanced tracks was only a pos- 
sibility after a drastic reduction to the group’s 
touring schedule. The Cat Empire’s reputation 
was built on the back of constant touring for 
years, but in 2008 they were burnt out from av- 
eraging a show every three days. On top of that, 


band members were starting families and get- 
ting interested in pursuing other projects that 
their workload didn't allow. To commit to their 
music, the group came to a consensus to cut 
down the number of shows they performed. 

“It was about allowing us to be more than 
just members of The Cat Empire — to live our 
lives in a way where we were free to do other 
things. And that brought back a really positive 
energy to the band,” Khadiwala explains. 

“A few years back, we were doing so many 
shows that it felt like we were locked into this 
and that this was going to be what we were go- 
ing to do for the rest of our lives, and that came 
as a bit of a downer for some ofus. So we had to 
take a step back and go, ‘What makes us hap- 
py?’ We still wanted to bea part of the bandand 
tour with the band, but we wanted to do other 
things as well.” 

The freedom to pursue solo gigs and other 
projects has given the group a rejuvenated fo- 
cus, influencing and diversifying their work 
in The Cat Empire. Despite that change, there 
are still fans that come to shows for the “party 
bangers” of their early days. With a new album 
coming out next year, the group wants to re- 
capture that old feeling and reconcile their ma- 
turity with the sense of fun that drew fans to 
their earlier work. 

“We've been trying to think back to how it 
was in the early days with the raw passion we 
had towards the music and what the attraction 
was in the early days for us and for the fans,” 
Khadiwala says. 

“With that first record, it’s still probably 
the most popular of the band’s, so I think 
we're looking towards that as an inspiration, 
reigniting what we had when we were first 
starting out: that hunger and that passion, 
and that party vibe in the music which was 
always there.” 
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SELENA PHILLIPS-BOYLE 


An emotional roller coaster 
in the theatre with whisper 


e 
whisper 
WHEN » Runs until Saturday, April 
7 at 7:30 p.m., matinée 
performance Thursday, April 
5 at 12:30 p.m. 
WHERE » Timms Centre for the Arts 
(87 Avenue and 112 Street) 


CONCEIVED BY 


Jonathan Christenson 

and Bretta Gerecke 

STARRING Alyson Dicey, Stuart Fink, 
Brent Gill, Perry Gratton, 
Julia Guy, Evan Hall, Paula 
Humby, Richard Lam, 
Sereana Malani, Laura 
Metcalfe and Rachel 
Victoria Steele 

HOW MUCH » $10 at the Timms Centre 

box office 


Katherine Speur 
ARTS & CULTURE STAFF ® @KATHERINESPEUR 


Secrets, when revealed, represent 
vulnerability, honesty and power. 
And by sharing secrets, the BFA act- 
ing class of 2012 has confirmed their 
unbelievable talent once again in 
their newest emotional achievement 
whisper. All playing themselves, the 
cast delves into a world of honest 
communication onstage through 


ALBUM REVIEW a 


the retelling of poignant memories 
and emotional experiences. It’s a 
simple concept, but becomes so pro- 
found and creative on the stage that 
it compels audience members to 
think twice about their own lives. 

The actors whisper their real life 
struggles and secrets into the ear of 
another actor, who becomes a type of 
interpreter and relays the story tothe 
audience. The play doesn’t shy away 
from controversial subject matter, 
making it even more genuine. A 
collage of detailed, relatable stories 
comes through in the simple power 
of their whispers. 

The show begins with childhood 
memories — mostly silly ones — 
moving slowly into serious recollec- 
tions and life reflections. The actors 
display intelligence and integrity as 
they disclose their deepest thoughts, 
embracing their struggles and re- 
leasing them into the audience. This 
is especially clear in their open dis- 
cussion of Tristan Mi, a fellow BFA 
actor who passed away earlier this 
year. Each actor has their own set of 
distinctive experiences they share, 
but this is one tragic memory that 
they all have in common. Discuss- 
ing it brings both the audience and 
actors onstage to tears. 

The delicate nature of life and the 
emergence of death frequently come 


Caracol 
Shiver 
Indica Records 


“| caracolmusique.com 


SHIVER 


Caracol’s new album Shiver is one 
that won't leave you out in the cold. 
With 11 songs about love and heart- 
break, Caracol’s impassioned vocals 
are warm and strong in her new 
release. 

Her third album and first English 
release, Shiver is full of emotion. 
From the undeniably cute folk-pop 


Justin Andrade 
ARTS & CULTURE WRITER 


song “Sailor Boy” to the blues-rock 
inspired “Kiss of a Fool,” the album 
features a range of feelings as wide 
as the genres influencing Caracol’s 
performance. Admittedly, Shiver 
features lyrics that can be cheesy. 
Lines like, “Go away from me, my 
lonesome heart” from the aptly 
named “Summer Blues” seemripped 


up in the play. With the combination 
of the often-avoided topics and the 
atmosphere in the theatre, there’s a 
feeling of spiritual experience. The 
actors’ angelic singing adds to the 
feeling of transcendence. 

The realities of human nature are 
exposed in this beautiful and sen- 
timental piece. Everything about 
whisper is vividly real, making it a 
true artistic experience and not justa 
regular play. The true stories of grief, 
heartache and shame reveal pieces 
of the actors’ pasts and uncover the 
true delicacy of life. Ultimately, they 
give a piece of themselves to the 
audience, leaving the play’s impact 
staying with you long after exiting 
the theatre. 

Unlike other plays, whisper 
doesn’t offer an escape from reality. 
Instead, it forces the audience to face 
a harsh reality. The candid way the 
actors present themselves is admi- 
rable, and the confident way they tell 
their stories makes them natural and 
realistic. More than one moment is 
liable to give everyone goosebumps, 
and at some points, the theatre falls 
totally silent — all that can be heard 
are sniffles from audience members 
quietly sobbing. For 90 minutes, 
whisper offers a deep and meaning- 
ful emotional connection between 
the actors and the audience. 


from the pages of some heartbroken 
high school kid's diary. 

Caracol makes up for this slight 
artistic misstep in the lyrics with 
her wispy, honeyed vocals. Her sub- 
dued vocals keep a consistent mood 
on most of the album — tracks like 
“All the Girls” and “Sabres of Truth” 
benefit from the delicacy of her 
voice. But compared to the powerful 
vocals she demonstrates in “Kiss of 
a Fool,” it seems a shame she didn’t 
bring that side of her voice out more 
often. 

The lyrics may be a tad shallow, 
but Caracol’s evocative vocals more 
than make up for that folly. While 
her English debut leaves some- 
thing to be desired, her voice makes 
everything worth it. 
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GATEWAY: 


JOSEE: > It’s a toss-up between my trench coat and my 
dress. Maybe since it’s spring, my trench coat. It’s super 
light and the sleeves are really cool because they're 
kind of baggy. 

GATEWAY: » How would you define your style? 

JOSEE: » An amalgamation of everything. My boyfriend 
is a giant metalhead, so I change it every day. Ihave 
way too many clothes. Some I buy on eBay from other 
areas of the world. It’s a mish-mash of everything. 


What’s your favourite thing you have on? 


Check out thegatewayonline.ca/fashionstreeters for more photos. 
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Father-son conflict just one side of Being Flynn 


Being Flynn 


WHEN » Now playing 
WHERE » Princess Theatre 
(10337 82 Ave.) 
WRITTEN BY » Nick Flynn 
ADAPTED BY » Paul Weitz 
DIRECTED BY » Paul Weitz 
STARRING » Robert De Niro, Paul Dano, 
Julianne Moore and 
Olivia Thirlby 


Carole Yue 
ARTS & CULTURE STAFF 


Being Flynn fails to depict what it’s 
really like to be Flynn, but the movie 
certainly offers an honest look at 
the experience of the homeless in 
America. 

Directors tread a fine line in cre- 
ating films about the human expe- 
rience. Many try for the evocative, 
yet the end product usually ends 
up feeling maudlin — director Paul 
Weitz’s latest effort is no exception. 

Drawing from American poet 
Nick Flynn’s memoir, Another 
Bullshit Night in Suck City, the film 
follows 27-year-old Nick (Paul Dano) 
as he has an unanticipated reunion 
with his idiosyncratic father Jona- 
than (Robert De Niro) in a home- 
less shelter in New York. Nick is a 


directionless young man struggling 
to hold a series of unfulfilling jobs, 
while Jonathan is a former taxi driv- 
er who ends up at the shelter after 
losing his job due to his alcoholism. 

Nick and Jonathan’s relationship is 
strained from the start — the product 
of 10 years of paternal absenteeism. 
This sort of family dynamic, with 
the absent father and over-worked 
mother (Julianne Moore) is sadly 
relatable for North American audi- 
ences, which explains why the temp- 
tation to overload these scenes with 
canned sentiment may have clouded 
Weitz’s judgment. 

One of the remarkable things 
about Nick is that despite being 
raised without his disappointing fa- 
ther, he seems to be emulating many 
of the older Flynn’s qualities, such 
as substance abuse, selfishness and 
a talent for writing. But unlike his 
father, Nick isn’t deluded by the idea 
that he’s one of America’s rare liter- 
ary savants: instead, he suffers from 
a crippling lack of self-confidence. 

The premise of the movie is un- 
deniably intriguing, but while the 
portrayal of parent-child interaction 
drives the themes of family dynam- 
ics and self-actualization, these are 
the scenes that fall flat onscreen. 
This is De Niro’s first emotionally- 
demanding role in a while, and 
although the acting veteran dem- 
onstrates his commitment to his 


@ transcend 


raising coffee to a new level 


WHAT IF 


part, his Jonathan only comes off 
as two-dimensional and static, with 
too much emphasis placed on ex- 
aggerated mannerisms rather than 
character development. 

Dano’s Nick is subtly played, fit- 
ting for the son who is both frustrat- 
ed and intimidated by the audacity 
of his father’s behavior. But when 
paired in scenes with De Niro, Da- 
no’s performance is overwhelmed. 
Attempts to introduce humour into 
the movie, by way of his worldly 
roommates, are also unsuccessful. 

What the film does achieve is 
a lengthy look at the lifestyles of 
the homeless, and how easy it is to 
fall into those circumstances. The 
movie’s look at the effectiveness of 
the shelter, Harbor House, in one 
of society’s greatest blind spots, is 
harshly candid and unyielding, and 
encourages the audience to recon- 
sider their prejudices against an ig- 
nored part of their community. 

This isn’t the first movie about 
troubled humans struggling with 
their humanity, nor will it be the 
last. Weitz’s attempt to hold up 
a mirror to the human condition 
forces the viewer to see what they 
would rather ignore. Regardless of 
Being Flynn’s artistic shorcomings, 
it’s about time someone forced us to 
study the one human condition we 
would all prefer to look past — even 
when it’s on our very streets. 


WOULDN'T THAT BE AWESOME? 
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STUDENT ESSAY CONTEST 
2012 TOPIC: 


Are the Rich Getting Richer 
and the Poor Getting Poorer? 
$1000 


$750 
$500 


1st Prize 
2nd Prize 
High school category 


SUBMISSION DEADLINE: JUNE 30, 2012 


For complete contest details, visit 


www-.studentessaycontest.org 


For more information call: 
1-800-665-3558 Ext. 533 


SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING 


Wednesday 
April 4, 2012 


TENTATIVE AGENDA 


1) Introductory remarks 
2) Election of two volunteer reps for the 
2012/13 GSJS Board of Directors 
3) Refreshments 


All members (ie, those who have made five or more contributions in the last 
365 days before March 29 and have opted in with a Gateway editor) are asked 
to attend. Those who qualify and would like to become a member, please 
contact the Editor-in-Chief at eic@gateway.ualberta.ca. This meeting is also 
open to the public. 


FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT 
GATEWAY BUSINESS MANAGER ASHLEIGH BROWN 
(780) 491-6669 + BIZ@GATEWAY.UALBERTA.CA 
OR VISIT THEGATEWAYONLINE.CA/GSJS 
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share of reality TV depravity 


Arts & Culture 
Staff 
GROUP COMMENTARY 


America has long held a monopoly 
on cultural corruption and trashy 
television — especially when it 
comes to the lineup of reality shows. 
In contrast, Canada’s entertainment 
landscape has remained untainted 
far too long, and with Canadian ver- 
sions of The Real Housewives and 
The Bachelor already in the works, 
the possibilities to bring even more 
cringe-worthy shows north of the 
U.S. border is limitless. 


Alana Willerton 


For almost 25 seasons, fans of 
Survivor have avidly cheered on 
their favourite contestants as 
they’ve fought to outwit, outplay 
and outlast all the others. But after 
so many years on the air and using 
the same old formula each time, 
Survivor is in desperate need of a 
facelift. Abandoning the contes- 
tantsinexotic locales like Australia, 
Guatemala and Panama in the past, 
the show needs to freshen up its 
image up by taking next season’s 
contestants somewhere completely 
unexpected — Canada. 

Stranding the contestants on the 
Canadian prairies in the middle of 
winter would be the ultimate test of 
survival for anyone. With nothing 
butfrostbitten wheat fieldsformiles, 
contestants would have to battle the 
frigid winds and incessant snow, 
all while competing in stereotypi- 
cally Canadian challenges, such as 
tapping trees for maple syrup and 
snowshoeing. Making handmade 
igloos for shelter and ice fishing for 
food, Survivor: Canada would bring 
a whole new level of difficulty to the 
show by subjecting the contestants 
to the odds like never before. 

Completely different from the 
usual jungle setting that Survivor 
typically favours, a Canadian 
season could be exactly what this 
reality show needs to revitalize 
itselfin the eyes of the viewers. 


Gina Wicentowich 


What would the Edmontonian- 
version of Jersey Shore look like? 
Although it would be a crime 
against humanity, Ican’thelp but be 
curious. For example, what would 
the Edmonton version of GTL be? 
SHS: Shovel, Hockey, Shop? 
Obviously, the cast wouldn't 
be able to go to the beach, but we 


The cover to Wild Lines might seem 
slightly odd, but Mike O’Neill proves 
that an album can’t be judged solely 
on its artwork. While choosing a 
black and white image of aman with 
a moustache and a cat peeking over 
his shoulder may conjure up nega- 
tive judgments, this album doesn't 
deliver the strange, folksy music you 
might be expecting. Formerly of the 


could see how long they would last 
outside. We'll just leave a beer out 
there. After all, this isn’t a show 
to fight stereotypes, just reinforce 
them. 

Speaking of stereotypes, you 
couldn't have a show about 
Edmonton without West Edmonton 
Mall. That’s obviously where we 
spend all our time. Essentially, we'll 
be following the show’s cast as they 
frolic in the snow, watch hockey 
and walk the faux-sand at the beach 
in the West Ed water park. The 
drunken escapades of the Jersey 
Shorewealready know might sound 
more entertaining, but have you 
ever seen someone do a face-plant 
in the snow? That’s pretty damn 
entertaining. 


Katherine Speur 


Canadian versions of reality shows 
are usually pitiful, but one show 
Canada hasn't attempted yet is Fear 
Factor. Apparently the disturbing 
favourite is back for round two on 
American networks after its cancel- 
lation in 2006. Fear Factor emerged 
in the dawn of reality television 
and shocked audiences everywhere 
with its demanding stunts and dis- 
gusting challenges. 

Why didn’t Canada hop on 
that bandwagon? The majority of 
Canadians have watched it, yet 
the desperate ones among us have 
never had the chance to experi- 
ence the horrors first-hand. Don’t 
Canadians deserve the chance to 
face their deepest fears fora chance 
at some dough? 

If Fear Factor came to Canada, 
we'd finally have our chance watch 
our own uniquely Canadian gross- 
outs and freak-outs. Contestants 
would swim in moose 
blood and compete to ay 
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ge Mike O'Neill 
Wild Lines 
Independent 


Katherine Speur 
ARTS & CULTURE STAFF ® @KATHERINESPEUR 


band The Inbreds, O’Neill is actually 
an alternative rock veteran, and his 
music is far from out of date. 

The sound of O’Neill’s deliber- 
ately unpolished voice gives the al- 
bum a raw esthetic, while the gentle 
instruments in the background 
provide some contrast to the rough- 
ness. Amongst this consistent 
texture, Wild Lines also creates a 


see who has the stamina to last in 
the arctic chill without a stitch of 
clothing. And of course, we'd drag 
out all the country’s best lunatics 
to participate. The psychos associ- 
ated with Fear Factor always give 
it its own special “je ne sais quoi.” 
Frankly, the people on Fear Factor 
have one purpose only: to serve as 
targets for the audience’s ridicule 
and laughter. 

Although it would be entertain- 
ing to see my fellow Canadians do 
idiotic things for cash, I’m glad we 
steered clear. I'd rather be revolted 
by it from the comfort of my own 
home, thank you very much. 


Kate Black 


Let’s be honest: Canada’s reality TV 
show line-up is sadder than the fact 
that Canada’s Worst Driver is enter 
ing it’s eighth season. However, I 
lay my trust in a skinny rapper ina 
viking helmet and clock necklace to 
save our nation’s barren primetime 
landscape. Yes, ladies and gentle- 
men, Iam talking about Flavor Flav. 

Flavor Flav’s reality show, Flavor 
of Love is like a super trashy version 
of The Bachelor, where he invites 20 
choice ladies into his grand man- 
sion to compete for his eternal love 
and affection. After he gives them 
nicknames such as “Deelishis” and 
“Nibblz” that they adopt for the 
duration ofthe season, the competi- 
tion gets heated and there is ghetto 
fabulous drama galore. 

Still not convinced that this real- 
ity show is just what Canada needs? 
To give you a taste of the substance 
that Flavor of Love holds, let me take 
you back to season two, episode one. 
During the elimination ceremony, 
the cast is perplexed by an unusual 
smell inthe room, only to 

discover that the exqui- 

site lady “Somethin’” 
lifted her minidress to 
defecate on the floor. 
Afterwards, Flav states 
that he is less disgusted 
than he is impressed 

that “Somethin’” was 
“keepin it real.’ 
Seriously. Need I say 
more? 


distinctive mix of jazz, grunge and 
classic rock, with different elements 
coming through on each track. The 
diverse approach is refreshing, and 
O'Neill maintains an ageless style 
with a peaceful, confident voice. 

O’Neill’s music is clearly influ- 
enced by personal experiences — 
it’s easily accessible through both its 
melodies and its relatable themes. 
The lyrics are thoughtful, but not 
overly obscure, and they don’t over- 
shadow the album’s relaxed sound. 

Wild Lines may have a strange 
cover, but the music within is worth 
it. O’Neill’s latest album establishes 
him as a pleasant and friendly voice 
in the room, and despite any nega- 
tive first impressions, there’s abso- 
lutely nothing to be afraid of: the 
album is worth the risk. 
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is RICH/ BATMAN 
1S THE LAUGHING ” 
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Canadians deserve our fair (OULU sly 
The Joker 


Pros: Perennial nemesis of Batman, a brilliant 
homicidal psychopath who maims, torments and kills for 


his own amusement. 


Cons: Ail of the following are canonical: 


MEANWHILE, AT THE JOKER'S HIDEOUT... 


$0./ THEY LAUGH at MY BONER, 
WILL THEY! /'£i SHOW THEM 2 


MANY 


IT MENTIONED THE WORD 


BONER,’ 


gateway 
Comics 
YOUR GATEWAY TO BONER CRIMES 


COMICS MEETINGS AREMONDAYS AT 5 P.M. IN 3-04 SUB 


online at THEGATEWAYONLINE.CA/COMICS 
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FILM REVIEW 
In Darkness 


WHEN » Opens Friday, April 6 
WHERE » Princess Theatre 
(10337 82 Ave.) 
WRITTEN BY » Robert Marshall 
ADAPTED BY » David F. Shamoon 
DIRECTED BY Agnieszka Holland 
STARRING » Robert Wieckiewicz, 
Benno Fiirmann and 
Agnieszka Grochowska 


Justin Andrade 
ARTS & CULTURE WRITER 


If there’s one thing In Darkness is 
good at, it’s gritty realism. The film 
forces its audience down into the 
claustrophobic and filthy conditions 
of the Polish sewer system, unleash- 
ing an unrelenting assault on the 
senses. It’s often hard to watch, and 
leaves you with a layer of grime that 
doesn’t easily wash off. 

The film follows the story of Leo- 
pold “Poldek” Socha (Robert Wieck- 
iewicz), a Polish sewer worker and 
petty thief who shelters a dozen Jews 
in the sewer system of Nazi-occupied 
Lvov for 14 months. But it isn’t an act 
of altruism that drives the devoutly 


OOO 


CLEMENTS 


MUSIC 


FESTIVAL 


APRIL 27 & 28 2012 


EDMONTON EXPO CENTRE 


THE BIGGEST END OF CLASSES EVENT IN WESTERN CANADA. 
OVER 24,000 PEOPLE OVER 2 DAYS WITH THE WORLDS TOP ELECTRONIC ARTISTS & 


YOUR CLOSEST FRIENDS. 


CALVIN HARRIS | SEBASTIAN INGROSSO 
ATB | A-TRAK | BORGORE | CHASE AND STATUS | COONE | 


COSMICGATE w/ EMMA HEWITT (LIVE) | DATSIK | 


MARCO V | 


MARKUS SCHULZ | PENDULUM | SUNNERY JAMES & RYAN 
MARCIANO | SHOWTEK | THOMAS GOLD | WOLFGANG GARTNER 


ANDY'S ILL | CAZZETTE | DEZZA | BLAKE JARRELL | BURNS | LISA LASHES | 
LUCKY DATE | MARCEL WOODS | MICHAEL WOODS | MORD FUSTANG | OTTO 
KNOWS | SPENCER & HILL | VARIEN | WIPPENBERG | ZOMBOY 


ANDY EFF | BIG DADDY | BHAVESH | DAVID STONE | DEEJAY DANG | DJ CAIN | ERUPSHYN | FEZ | GRIMEY TECH | 
THE GRUMPBOIZ | JENN LOSKINSKY | JERICHO | MAZIK | MIKE SCIENCE | MIKEY DA ROZA | NEAL K| NESTOR 
DELANO | PANTY DROPPERS | PHATCAT | PHIL LAM | RANDOM HERO | SEELO MUNDO | SERGE PRAUS | STERLING 


| f | facebook.com/elementsmusicfestival 


L 


KID | TRAVIS LYDIATT | VAN DAMAGE | MIKEY WONG 


FOR EVENT DETAILS AND TICKETS — VISIT 


WWwW.ELEMENTSFEST.COM 


ig elementsfestca 
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Catholic and anti-Semitic Poldek, it’s 
the monthly fee he collects from the 
Jewish refugees. And as suspicions 
deepen and the situation within the 
town worsens, the lives of Poldek 
and his family are threatened. 

Although director Agnieszka Hol- 
land creates a thick atmosphere of 
suspense, the story itselfis formulaic: 
Poldek the anti-Semite, by sheltering 
and protecting a small group of per- 
secuted Jews, realizes their shared 
humanity. While it’s an undeniable 
“feel good story,” it’s not exactly 
new. The subplot of Mundek (Benno 
Fiirmann) and Klara (Agnieszka Gro- 
chowska) falling in love also lacks 
depth. Though their relationship 
adds another layer to the movie, it 
doesn’t seem to go anywhere. 

Despite the shallow plot, the film’s 
redeeming quality is its acting. As 
trite as Poldek’s slow and seemingly 
unwilling enlightenment is, it’s en- 
tirely believable because of Wieck- 
iewicz’s stunning performance. 
Yanek’s (Marcin Bosak) violent out- 
burst in response to the sewer’s hor- 
rible conditions also seems alarm- 
ingly real. 

Perhaps the best aspect of In Dark- 
ness is Holland’s use of light and 
space to create a near-unbearable 
atmosphere. Few scenes are shown 
outside, and those that are seem 


A harrowing wartime hideout 
In Darkness a glimpse into a desperate story of survival in Nazi-occupied Poland 


overwhelmingly bright. The feeling 
of claustrophobia in the cramped 
spaces, sparse lighting and abun- 
dance of rats guarantees the audi- 
ence experiences the conditions 
of the sewer almost as much as the 
people hiding in it. 

Holland is particularly fond of 
using juxtapositions within film to 
reinforce the sewer’s overbearing 
presence. The few good events in 
In Darkness are quickly overshad- 
owed by tragedy, such as a Jewish 
celebration which quickly ends in 
a violent outburst from Yanek, who 
threatens to shoot the others before 
fleeing deeper into the sewers. The 
most striking example of this is the 
situation with refugee Chaja (Julia 
Kijowska). Shortly after giving birth 
in the sewer she smothers her baby, 
only to find out in the next scene that 
Poldek has convinced his wife to care 
for the child until the occupation 
ends. The horror of the situation in 
Lvov is always present, trumping any 
faint glimmers of hope. 

Despite its plain story, In Dark- 
ness uncomfortably draws you into 
the subterranean world under Lvov. 
Forcing you into the cramped condi- 
tions and perpetual filth and grime 
of the sewer refuge, In Darkness may 
not be easy to watch, but it’s ulti- 
mately a rewarding experience. 
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1s Annual Engineering Art Show 
at the University of Alberta 


March 29, 4:30-7:30pm 


ETLC Solarium 
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Please join us for our closing 
reception featuring live 
performances and our complete 
gallery to celebrate the fusion of 
engineering and art. 
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engineeringspaces.ca 
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Restoring power with a twist on a Greek tragedy 


THEATRE PREV 


The Love of 
the Nightingale 


WHEN 


Runs Wednesday, April 4 - 
Saturday, April 14 at8 p.m., 
matinée performance 
Sunday, April 8 at 2 p.m., no 
show Monday, April 9 
WHERE » Walterdale Playhouse 
(10322 83 Ave.) 
WRITTEN BY » Timberland 
Wertenbaker 
DIRECTED BY » Alex Hawkins 
STARRING » Marsha Amanova, Rachel 
Kent and Justin Deveau 


HOW MUCH » $12 at tixonthesquare.ca 


Charlotte Forss 
ARTS & CULTURE WRITER 


What is it that compels our actions as 
human beings? Do we have control 
of ourselves, or does a higher power 
preside over our fates? Both are dif- 
ficult questions to answer, but that 
hasn't stopped thousands of years of 
philosophy, myth, literature — and 
yes, theatre — from trying. And the 
effort continues in the Walterdale 
Playhouse’s latest production of The 
Love of the Nightingale, through the 
exploration of justice and fate in this 
modern adaptation of an ancient 
story. 

Written in 1989 by British play- 
wright Timberland Wertenbaker, 
The Love of the Nightingale is a 
feminist take on the Greek myth of 
the rape of Athenian princess Phi- 
lomele. Although many variations 
exist, the basic plot of the story be- 
gins with Philomele’s sister Procne 
being married to Tereus, the king of 


Thrace. Later, Procne, feeling isolat- 
ed in Thrace, sends for Philomele to 
visit her. But on the voyage to Thrace, 
Tereus begins to desire Philomele — 
with disastrous consequences for ev- 
eryone involved. 

The Love of the Nightingale isn't 
a classic Greek play, but a modern 
take on a well-known Greek myth. 
According to director Alex Hawkins, 
the play’s mythological roots allowed 
them an appealing degree of theatri- 
cal freedom. 

“You're not stuck with realism. 
You're not stuck with specific loca- 
tions. You're not stuck with the logic 
of specific actions because it’s about 
mythology,” Hawkins says. “People 
in mythology do things differently 
than people in real life do.” 

This isn’t to say that the audi- 
ence needs an understanding of 
mythology to enjoy the play. Rachel 
Kent, who plays Philomele, says de- 
spite the age of the source material, 
the play’s original themes become 
even more relevant in a modern 
adaptation. 

“In the original myth, it’s all con- 
doned by fate,” she explains. “It’s the 
Fates that set everything into motion 
and it’s fate that controls that Philo- 
mele is raped ... But in this version, 
she says no. This is an act that (Tere- 
us) did. She wasn’t asking for it — it 
wasn't a question of that. It was a de- 
cision he made and he went through 
with that act.” 

Another universal idea, motiva- 
tion, is also brought into context dur- 
ing the play. The Love of the Nightin- 
gale looks at not only the cause and 
effect of the characters’ actions, but 
the resulting emotions that often ac- 
company them. 

“What this play really deals with is 
the whole issue of why people do the 


things they do,” Hawkins says. “And 
then, once we do the things that we 
do, where does the cause lie? And 
depending on where the blame lies 
and where the cause lies, how do you 
get justice for something that’s been 
done to you?” 

The question of what drives people 
to acts of cruelty is one that modern 
thought can’t answer any better than 
the ancient Greeks could. In terms 
of exploring character motivations, 
Wertenbaker’s play — and this pro- 
duction in particular — shies away 
from defining clear ideas of right 
and wrong. 

While Tereus is normally cast into 
the role of domineering brute, the 


Thursday's RATT Happy Hour is 2PM to 7PM! 
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two women of the story are typically 
slotted neatly into the tragic victims 
template. Avoiding the victim ste- 
reotype was a factor in preparing for 
the role of Philomele, Kent says. 

“This play has a lot of heavy stuff,” 
she acknowledges. “I did a lot of re- 
search on abuse victims and what 
happened to them and their coping 
mechanisms for that, and then did 
the exact opposite. 

“(Philomele) says, ‘No, I didn't 
do this. I didn’t cause any of this, 
and I’m not going to stand here and 
just let this happen — I’m going 
to say something, I’m going to do 
something.’” 

Breaking down the conventional 


Baby Got 


YIFENG LIU 


victim narrative allows the play ex- 
plore the complexities of what this 
myth is saying about actions and 
their consequences. By refusing to 
succumb to Tereus’s tyrannical be- 
haviour, Philomele ultimately en- 
compasses the message behind The 
Love of the Nightingale: that in fact, 
we choose how we want to respond 
to what happens to us, and that 
we have the power to dictate what 
comes next. 

“Yes,” says Hawkins, “you can look 
at Procne and especially at Philomele 
as a victim if you want to, but it really 
misses the point of what’s happen- 
ing when women perpetrate a justice 
for themselves that they control.” 


rMixaLot 


Back 


"| want 'em real thick and juicy, 
So find that juicy double, 
Mix-a-Lot's in trouble, 


Beggin’ for a piece of that bubble." 
-SIR MIX-A-LOT, "BABY GOT BACK" (1992) 
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Around the world in 80 plays on educational trip 
Students prepare for a summer in southeast Asia teaching and learning from kids in the art of playing sports and games 


Rebecca Medel 
SPORTS EDITOR 


Travelling to the other side of the 
world for a play date is a dream come 
true for Jane Erdmann. 

The fourth-year University of Al- 
berta student is studying recreation, 
sports and tourism in the Faculty of 
Physical Education and is one of the 
chosen 12 heading to Thailand and 
Cambodia in May to participate in 
the U of A’s Play Around the World 
program. 

The program is popular among 
students and athletes at the univer- 
sity who can’t get enough of learning 
about, teaching and playing sports. 

Erdmann has had friends take 
part in the program who loved it 
and encouraged her to go, so the 
self-described “professional kid” 
decided to give it a shot. She’s eager 
to see what comes of her own expe- 
rience of teaching and learning in 


sports 


COMPILED BY Rebecca Medel 


OLYMPICS NOT A REALITY THIS YEAR FOR 
BEARS AND PANDAS SWIMMERS 


Nineteen members of the Green 
and Gold swim team returned from 
Olympic trials over the weekend in 
Montreal without earning achance 
torepresent Canada at the gamesin 
Londonthis summer. But the mood 
was not too sombre as the athletes 
recognized what was gained by 
competing against some of the top 
young swimmers in Canada. 

More than 700 people competed 
at the Olympic and Paralympic 
Swimming Trials, and fifth-year 
Brent Trevisan said it was his big- 
gest swim meet to date. 

“It was one of the greatest high- 
lights of my swimming career, 
having the opportunity to try out 


another culture. 

“Tm open to the fact of it changing 
what I want to do or where I want to 
go, but I'm also cool with it reinforc- 
ing what I already want to do in my 
life.” 

Erdmann will be living in Pat- 
taya in southern Thailand for three 
months, working at an orphanage 
and other agencies, like a school 
for children with disabilities where 
she'll be learning how to develop 
critical thinking in regards to so- 
cial change. Erdmann has already 
done a lot of recreational travelling 
and even lived in Finland last year 
as part of a study abroad program, 
so she says she’s ready for this new 
adventure. 

“I would hate to go into a country 
so closed-minded and be like, ‘No 
I’m not learning this, I'm not go- 
ing to eat this, I’m not going to do 
this.’ Because then it really affects 
how you're going to think of your 


for the national team. I was very 
proud of myself.” 

Although Trevisan said he had a 
bit of an idea of what to expect for 
competition, he was surprised by 
the results. 

“Each race was fair game for 
the individuals to represent the 
country. Select swimmers were 
publicized as Olympic hopefuls, 
but when it came down to the race 
itself, it was the competitor who 
wanted it the most.” 

U of A’s Erin Miller, Josh Au and 
Kendrea Chernoff placed highest 
for their team with Chernoff plac- 
ing fourth in the 100-metre but- 
terfly, Miller fifth in the 100- and 
200-metre butterfly and Au sixth 
in 100-metre butterfly. 

Chernoff also placed third in the 
women’s 4x100 metre medley race 
with teammates Sasha Sproule, 
Kayla Voytechuk and Bobbie 
Mielnechuk. Au and teammates 
Robert MacKinnon, Ian Leitch and 


experience.” 

Mary Ann Rintoul, who runs the 
Play Around the World program, 
says it’s important to keep in mind 
that this is a teaching as well as a 
learning opportunity. 

“T think it’s a reciprocal learning 
experience. We’re not going to show 
them the North American way. 
We're going to learn from them and 
they'll learn from us. The kids do 
end up teaching (the U of A students) 
cultural games and other games that 
they’ve just made up,” Rintoul said. 

“It’s really about that provision 
and protection of play for children. 
And we base part of what we do in 
Play Around the World on Article 
31 of the UN Convention of Rights, 
which is the child’s right to play,” 
she added. 

There are all sorts of ways that 
children play — 16 specific types of 
play to be exact — and Rintoul be- 
lieves it’s important to allow kids to 


Tom Krywitsky placed second in 
the 4x100 metre freestyle relay. 
Sproule also attended trials in 
2008. 

“This time around I was more 
relaxed and I think that helped 
me to swim faster... It was a great 
experience, the highlight prob- 
ably being the relay on the last day 
where we came third. It was really 
exciting to win a medal at a senior 
national level. Just like at CIS in 
February, Icouldn’t wipe the smile 
off my face.” 

As for Trevisan, this was his last 
swim meet. 

“My swimming career has been 
aroller coaster ofa ride. With this 
year being my last year of eligibil- 
ity with the varsity team, I chose 
this meet as a ‘wrap-up’ for my 
swimming career. 

“As far as my expectations went 
for the meet, I was quite pleased. I 
didn’t make the team but at least I 
had the chance to do so.” 


develop through each of the stages 
of childhood. 

“I guess the general public might 
not know the importance of play. 
It helps kids learn how to problem 
solve and negotiate and hypoth- 
esize,” Rintoul said. 

“Especially now with the hyper- 
parenting and _ bubble-wrapped 
kids,” Erdmann added, referencing 
how many Western parents coddle 
their children too much. 

In Thailand, the children at the or- 
phanage will be coming from a dif- 
ferent type of economic background 
than most North American children, 
but the universal truth remains that 
children have a right to play. 

“Every country has potential barri- 
ers to play experiences for children. 
Some of these children may not 
have what we might call a regular 
childhood in terms of the pressures 
of some of them having lived on 
the streets. I think ultimately that 


whatever the situation, we need 
to protect the right to play for each 
child,” Rintoul said. 

This is the 12th year for Play 
Around the World and the students 
have been busy fundraising the nec- 
essary $50,000 for them to live in 
aoutheast Asia for the summer. On 
April 13 they will hold a final silent 
auction event at the Art Gallery of 
Alberta that will include a live auc- 
tion as well as its silent counterpart, 
cocktails, music and a gallery view- 
ing. It will be exactly one month be- 
fore Erdmann and the others hop on 
a plane for what will invariably be a 
life-changing experience. 

“T just like helping kids and real- 
izing their potential and like just 
making sure they love nature just as 
much as I do,” Erdmann said. “I’m 
going to tell my kids this one day and 
they’re going to be like, ‘Mom’s the 
coolest. She’s lived in so many differ- 
ent countries.” 
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Bears quarterbacks step behind the bench in off season 
ry 


Andrew Jeffrey 
SPORTS STAFF ® @ANDREW_JEF FREY 


In the midst of a long off-season 
that will last another five months, 
many of the football Golden Bears 
are honing their skills and stay- 
ing involved in the sport, not just 
through training and practice, 
but also in coaching camps and 
clinics. 

The U of A offers a number of 
camps with the goal ofhelping young 
football players improve under the 
guidance of current Bears. Upcom- 
ing is the Quarterback and Kicker 
Skills Camp on April 15. Young kids 
who are still learning the basics of 
the sport, to high school players only 
a couple of years removed from start- 
ing university themselves, will get 
the chance to hone their skills with 
university athletes. 

“It’s fun to coach little kids just 
because they don’t really care 
what their drop back looks like or 
how they’re throwing the ball, but 
it’s cool to see how they’re starting 
to love the game and that’s start- 
ing to grow inside of them,” said 
Jeff Vela, a Bears quarterback. 

“With older kids, you can be 
more meticulous with them and 
talk to them about certain aspects 
they need to fix about their me- 
chanics or their footwork and then 
they respond, so it’s cool to see 
them improving.” 

For many of the players, teaching 
the sport in these camps and clinics 
is something they look forward to in 
the off-season as it can remind them 
why they play this sport at all. 

“Tm really just trying to make ita 
positive atmosphere and give them 
fun learning experiences as they’re 
kids, so that when they reach high- 
er levels they can still love the sport 


SPORTS YOU ONLY WISH _| 
YOU COULD PLAY: Cardboar 


the way that they did when they 
were younger. I think it helped mo- 
tivate me as a player because I real- 
ized why I started playing the game 
in the first place,” quarterback Ryan 
Schwartz said. 


“Instead of trying 

to change their whole 
technique or throwing 
motion, I can try to adjust 
it to make it better for 
them...” 


YAN SCHWARTZ 
GOLDEN BEARS QUARTERBACK 


When the U of A’s quarterbacks 
instruct younger players at the up- 
coming camp, it'll also be a pleasant 
reminder of their own time spent 
developing their skills in similar 
camps. For many Golden Bears, 
they trained under university quar- 
terbacks in their own hometowns. 

‘I'm from Calgary so I went to 
Dinos camp, but it’s basically the 
same thing. I remember seeing 
these quarterbacks remembering it 
from when I used to do it. I thought 
it was really cool and now that I’m 
on the other side of it I just enjoy 
seeing these kids and knowing that 
I’m going to give them the same ex- 
perience that I had. That’s my moti- 
vation,” Vela said. 

For quarterbacks, the basic 
fundamentals are the main focus 
of clinics such as footwork and 
throwing motion, areas that are 
often problematic even for high 
school players. Often the lessons 
that the Bears football players 
must teach their students, are 
ones that they themselves had 
to work hard to improve on with 


; 


their own coaches. 

“The things that stand out for me 
most (when coaching) are the issues 
that I’m having trouble with most 
as a quarterback, which my coach 
points out to me. Now with that 
kind of help at this level, I’m able to 
see that in other kids as well,” quar- 
terback Curtis Dell said. 

“It’s different from receiving the 
information and telling the informa- 
tion. It’s a lot easier to tell them and 
a lot harder to accept it and change. 
It’s really beneficial in that sense be- 
cause you realize what it’s like get- 
ting the information and trying to 
provide it to someone else and how 
tough it is to try and change your be- 
havior or skill or habit.” 

Players can often hear opposing 
opinions and ideas from the variety 
of coaches they'll play under, but 
university players are able to filter 
the lessons that were most useful 
for them from the many quarter- 
back coaches they’ve worked with 
to best improve the skills of younger 
players. 

“T think each coach has their own 
philosophy of how quarterback 
mechanics should be. How I view 
coaching these camps is I know 
that I’m only going to be with these 
kids for a very limited amount of 
time. Instead of trying to change 
their whole technique or throwing 
motion, I can just try to adjust it to 
make it better for them because I 
know they’re going to have many 
other coaches telling them different 
things,” Schwartz explained. 

At the same time, it can be an odd 
situation for Golden Bears to teach 
older high school players. With 
sucha small age difference between 
them, they have to work harder to 
gain the respect and attention of 
their students. 


te 


BALL HOGS QBs Jeff Vela (left) and Ryan Schwartz are ready to train. DAN MCKECHNIE 


“It’s not like there’s no respect, it’s 
not that. You just feel like you need 
to earn it more because the age dif- 
ference is so close. You're seen as 
one of the peers, one of the friends, 
not really one of the coaches, I find 
sometimes. Just establishing that isa 
good place to start,” Dell explained. 

But that’s just the kind of experi- 
ence these quarterbacks are looking 
for, each of whom plan to pursue 
coaching in their future. Dell for ex- 
ample, is currently in the third year 
of a Phys Ed. degree focusing on 
coaching, while Schwartz and Vela 
both have plans to return to their 
home communities as high school 
coaches. 


What’s most rewarding of all 
for these potential coaches is how 
some of the older quarterbacks 
are now starting to see their work 
pay off. Some of the students Dell 
taught in his first summer coach- 
ing at a quarterback clinic are now 
junior players on opposing teams. 
And despite his competitiveness, 
he can’t help but take some pride 
in how his former students are 
succeeding. 

“Talways get a bit of a grin on my 
face. It’s a different relationship, as 
much as you want to beat them and 
try 100 per cent — and obviously 
you do — there’s definitely that 
mutual respect,” Dell explained. 


You know you beat on your brother after wrapping gifts at Christmas. Now you can challenge that whiner to a duel to 
the death — or at least until the tube bends in half. 
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The ring should be the only 
place for political smack talk 


Atta 
Almasi 
SPORTS COMMENTARY 


If you’ve ever watched Question 
Period — the daily war of words 
between the political parties in the 
House of Commons — you know 
that sometimes things can get pret- 
ty nasty and heated inside the hal- 
lowed halls of government. In fact, 
interim Liberal leader Bob Rae, who 
participated in the U of A’s massive 
dodgeball game back in February, 
joked about the striking similarity 
between the sport of dodgeball and 
Question Period. 

Though references to partisan 
debate are mostly metaphorical, 
this past weekend, two parliamen- 
tarians from Quebec — the always 
opinionated son of Alberta’s fa- 
vourite prime minister, Lib- 
eral MP Justin Trudeau, and 
First Nations Conservative 
senator, Patrick Brazeau 
— took to the ring for a 
charitable cause to duke 
it out in a three round 
boxing match. 

Coming in at three to 
one odds, Brazeau was 
considered by many to be 
the heavy favourite going 
into the bout on Saturday 
night. But it was Trudeau, 
who learned the sport of 
boxing from his late father 
Pierre, who took the con- 
test by technical knockout 
after Brazeau failed to beat 
the count three times in 
the final round, leading the 
referee to stop the fight and 
award the win to Trudeau. 


Although the money raised was go- 
ing to fight cancer, the two men had 
a side bet that will now see Brazeau 
forced to shave his head, also for 
cancer. 

Since this fight dominated politi- 
cal headlines and sparked people’s 
interest regardless of political af 
flilation, you can’t help but wonder 
if instead of just seeing politicians 
using sport for noble causes like 
fundraising for charity or for brag- 
ging rights, if people would be more 
interested if actual democratic 
processes were decided through 
a contest between two partisan 
combatants instead of things like 
elections. 

How about a barrel race between 
PC Premier Alison Redford and 
Danielle Smith of the Wildrose Par- 
ty for the title of Premier of Alberta? 
Instead of wasting huge amounts of 
money on flyers, pamphlets, signs, 
attack ads and campaign ward- 
robes, let’s see these 
two rivals channel 

their inner cowgirl 
and duke it out ro- 
deo style with the 
winner and their 
party forming the 


next government. 

Since the two party leaders love 
switching their political stripes, 
why not have the NDP’s Thomas 
Mulcair (formerly of the Liberals) 
and the Grits’ Bob Rae (formerly 
of the NDP) face-off in a game of 
squash for the right to be the Lead- 
er of the Opposition to Stephen 
Harper? Squash is a tennis-like 
sport that involves and requires the 
participants to move around and 
switch positions with each other on 
the fly so it shouldn’t be that hard 
for either of them. 

Internationally, instead of bow- 
ing out peacefully and conceding 
the title of head of state, let’s have 
Russia’s current president, Dmitry 
Medvedev and soon to be president 
and current prime minister, Vlad- 
mir Putin, duel things out in a fenc- 
ing match. Why fencing? Because 
that sport has a sort of regality to 
it and because making them do 
judo would be a clear disadvantage 
to Dmitry as Putin holds a black 
belt. And, of course, if someone is 
to become the president of Russia, 
things should at least be fair don’t 
you think? 


CIS officiating continues to be a problem 
Inconsistent refereeing took centre stage once again at women’s hockey finals 


Justin 
Fauteaux 
SPORTS COMMENTARY 


WATERLOO, Ont. (CUP) — At the 
2007 women’s hockey national 
championship, Rick Osborne and 
Howie Draper each received dis- 
ciplinary messages from Hockey 
Canada after speaking out about the 
tournament’s sub-par officiating. 

Here we are, four years later, 
and the respective Laurier Golden 
Hawks and Alberta Pandas head 
coaches — along with all the rest of 
the coaches and players in the tour- 
nament — are still dealing with the 
same problem. 

The CIS women’s hockey champi- 
onship from March 8-11 was marred 
by officiating that was certainly not 
biased, but was just downright bad. 

Missed call after missed call, 
phantom penalty after phantom 
penalty. The refs in every game of 
the tournament seemed to lose con- 
trol, thus rendering them unable to 
call a consistent game. 

Normally I’m a firm believer that 
complaining about which penalties 
are and aren't called should be left 
to fans looking for a cop-out excuse 
for their team’s play, and rarely sig- 
nal any real problem. 

When the officials start miss- 
ing clear goals that alter the entire 


shape of the tournament, then it’s 
pretty clear there’s a problem. 

That is exactly what happened in 
the game between the St. Francis 
Xavier X-Women and the Manitoba 
Bisons, a matchup that decided the 
fates ofall three teams in Pool B, the 
other being Laurier. 

With her team already up 1-0, 
Manitoba forward Tammy Brade 
put a shot over StFX goalie Kristy 
Garrow’s glove, only to have it come 
flying back out of the net. 

But one thing was missing: The 
unmistakable sound of a puck hit- 
ting the crossbar. The puck had ac- 
tually hit the padded bar in the mid- 
dle of the net and came back out. 

Referee Christine Pellerin, who 
was in near perfect position, waved 
the goal off, and with CIS not hav- 
ing video review, play continued 
and Manitoba never got the goal. 

StFX went on to win 4-3, putting 
themselves in the gold-medal game, 
which meant that Laurier, who lost 
to StFX, but beat Manitoba, played 
for bronze. 

Even in Laurier’s loss to StFX, 
the referees played a much larger 
role than they should have. With 
the teams tied at two, Laurier was 
assessed a delay of game penalty 
that no one could quite figure out, 
putting the X-Women on a five-on- 
three. The X-Women would score 
and go on to win the game. 

Unlike in 2007, the coaches and 
players are trying to say all the 
right things when it comes the 


officials — however, the frustra- 
tion is clear. 

“The officiating at nationals re- 
minds me of Groundhog Day. I wake 
up every year and start over again,” 
Osborne said. “But I’m not going 
to knock on the officials — I think 
we still have to look from within. 
There were opportunities (in the 
bronze medal game versus Queen’s) 
and there were opportunities in the 
StFX game.” 

That same frustration was evi- 
dent in Laurier forward Vanessa 
Schabkar’s reluctance to discuss the 
phantom penalty that put her team 
down two players during the game 
versus the X-Women. 

Beyond the missed Manitoba goal 
and the questionable call for Lau- 
rier, the officiating affected every 
team at the tournament. 

From McGill’s Gillian Ferrari 
running a Queen’s player into the 
boards from behind and not getting 
called, to the refs calling three pen- 
alties in the final 1:30 ofa 1-0 game 
in the bronze-medal match between 
the Golden Hawks and Queen’s 
Gaels, to the seemingly endless pa- 
rade of players to the box for, let’s 
just say, questionable reasons. 

These teams work all year to get 
to nationals, and represent the best 
the country has to offer and it’s con- 
tinuously unfair that officiating can 
have such an effect on the outcome 
of a tournament that is supposed 
to be the pinnacle of CIS women’s 
hockey. 
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What do souvenirs say 
about the place they come 
from and the traveller who 
bought them? 


This Human Ecology Exhibit 
explores the exchange 

of culture as represented 

by items created for and 
purchased by tourists. 
Featuring items from the 
extensive Clothing and 
Textile Collection at the 
Department of Human 
Ecology, the students hope 
to provoke people to think 
about how cultures are 
represented through items 
collected during travel. 
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Drowning 
by Kelsie Ermantrout 


ll he wanted was some water, but he couldn't 
remember the goddamn word. 

Several weeks of language classes, reading 
books, listening to CDs, practicing phonetics, all 
pissed away in one moment of language elusion. 

Here, Icaruswas notan intellectual, notaperson 
who had spent the past five years of his life work- 
ing toward an arts degree. At home in his native 
language he could discuss politics, history, debate 
religion, or dispense gossip. In this foreign nation 
he was a toddler, stringing together assorted 
words and hoping they could pass for sentences. 

The waitress towered over him, glowering; her 
blonde hair was tied back in a loose bun and her 
lips were pursed in a duty-bound grimace. 

Icarus hunched over the table even more, flip- 
ping through his newly-purchased dictionary, the 
spine barely cracked. 


The Unknown 
by Megan Cookson 


er sun-kissed skin grew pale in the clouded 

moonlight. Silken hair once shone as sheets 
of night at midday. Now it hung; torn and tangled; 
dressed with dirt, leaves and other such abnor- 
malities. Muddy humanity washed down her 
heated skin. 


Eyes so green, stayed wide; refusing to miss the 
slightest change. The wind rustled the surround- 
ing leaves, brushing hair in and out of her face. A 
stick cracked. She turned around. An owl hooted. 
Her head snapped left. A squirrel chanced its life 
across the clearing. 

Its spry tail, large eyes and small ears were allso 
normal. Common. 

The girl had lost her voice hours ago; her scream 
remained silent as she tripped over her lone 
barefoot. 

The creature squeaked its fright, to scurry 
away. Safe in its original tree where he chattered 
his complaint. 


Muddy tears rolled over the young woman’s 
swollen lids. Mere hours ago, her dress was not 
torn, bloody or wet. Her lover wasn't lying in a 
ditch in Arkansas (of all places), likearoad-abused 
deer. 

Hours ago, she danced in his arms, ignorant of 
the others’ presence. 

Hours ago she felt safe and loved. 


Now, all she is thinking is: Where is he? 
A light flashed in the distance. 


And she was gone.... 


The waitress narrowed her eyes, pursing her 
lips further into an annoyed pout. 

“Water,” Icarus mumbled, the words jumbling 
in his throat, his tongue twisting around at the 
foreign syllables presented to him on the page. 

The waitress nodded curtly, and strode back 
toward the kitchen. The journey ended when her 
feet tripped over Icarus’ bag, her forehead meet- 
ing the cobblestone floor. 

The words spewing out of her mouth were 
incomprehensible, but Icarus certainly got the 
gist of her frustration. Ashamedly, he looked at 
his bag with the waitress’ foot caught in the strap; 
in that moment the word for ‘sorry,’ also eluded 
him. 

Hastily, Icarus pulled the waitress up from the 
floor. With his bag and book he sped out of the res- 
taurant, eyes turned down to the floor instead of 
the world. Hours ago he had been soaring toward 
self-actualization, establishing his place in the 
world; now his wings were gone and he was left to 
drown in anxiety and disgrace. 


Spring Cleaning 
by Joshua Noble 


he rolling corrugated metal door of the stor- 

age locker came to an abrupt bang as its roll- 
ers hit the end of their trolley. Travis winced at 
the sound. He blinked into the darkness of the 
storage container. His eyes slowly adapted and 
he began to make out the shapes of dust-covered 
boxes in the dimness. 

He looked to his left and right, put his hands to 
his hips and stretched his back, then stepped in. 
Working ataU-store was not hisideal way to spend 
his grade 12 summer, but he needed the cash for 
university and his uncle owned this business in 
Fort McMurray. The pay was good; the days were 
boring. He would wipe down the sheds, weed the 
small flower garden, and today, he was to clean 
out an old, abandoned storage locker. Travis was 
to remove any valuables (such as money or jewel- 
lery) and make sure the unit was ‘presentable’ for 
auctioning — that was, he was to add more boxes 
to drive the bidding higher. 

He was about 10 minutes into the job when he 
found the urn. He wasn't sure what it was at first, 
and after prying at the lid, he had spilled the ashes 
all over himself. He brushed them up as best he 
could. For a long time he stood, then crouched, 
then sat, staring at the urn. Someone had just 
left it — him — or her — here. The fact gnawed 
at Travis’ gut. Travis pulled the rolling door down 
and sat with the urn in the dark of the storage 
container. 

“T'll free you,” he whispered the words into the 
darkness. 

It was in the waning daylight of the boreal for- 
ests surrounding Fort McMurray that Travis freed 
some poor soul's ashes. Or so I hope. 

I’mso sorry Grandma. 
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In the Falling Snow 
by Joshua Noble 


he snow drifted down lazily toward the 

asphalt and brown lawns of Edmonton 
in November. Bryce looked through it, scan- 
ning the sidewalks and alleyways as his 
Chevrolet Avalanche crept down 96th Street. 
He strained his eyes into the dimness, blink- 
ing them back into focus periodically. It was 
acold night, and he didn’t know if one would 
be out. His face was calm, though his eyes 
vigilant. 

There was little activity out and about. 
The shops were closed for the night, the mer- 
chandise safely barred away. Houses were 
largely dark save the flashing of televisions 
within. Vehicles were infrequent, though 
Bryce noticed when a police cruiser passed 
by going the opposite way. 

A few blocks further along, Bryce spotted 
one. She was sitting on a street bench, wear- 
ing a white, stained parka and a mini-skirt. 
Bryce pulled the truck over and pressed the 
button for the passenger window down. It 
lowered with a whine and the woman stood 
up and stepped to the window. 

“Nice truck.” 

“Yep. You wanna get in?” 

“Well, where you going?” 

The grin spread over Bryce’s face. 

“Probably not too far.” 

She leaned through the window into 
the truck. Her parka was zipped down low 
enough that Bryce could see the fresh, tight 
skin of her cleavage. 

“Listen, how much do you cost?” 

She pulled her body out of the window. 

“Depends what you are looking to do.” 

He told her. She nodded. 

“Two hundred.” 

“Two hundred...” he looked back and forth 
in his truck, his head leaning side to side 
likea scale, “I don't think I got two hundred. 
That’s a lot.” 

Silence. 

“You just got cash on you?” 

“Well I've got my wallet, but...” 

“We can work something out,” she said as 
she pulled the truck door open. 

Ten minutes later Bryce and she were 
standing inline at Lucky 99 foods. Bryce held 
the wallet; she held the basket of groceries. 
Bryce, stone-faced, thought through how 
this situation had come about. She had told 
him to drive directing him to a right turn, 
left turn, and then into the parking lot of the 
grocery store. She told him that she would 
take $150 in groceries instead of the $200 in 
cash. He had protested. She explained that 
cash was a 50-50 split with her muscle and 
she didn’t want to give the douchebag adime. 
Groceries in the cupboards don't raisea lot of 
questions — other purchases get noticed. 

“He knows what I have and what I don’t 
have. He knows when [buy things. He knows 
the people I buy from. The only things I can 
buy are things he doesn’t know I have, or 
doesn’t know how much I have. The only 
thing he doesn’t know I have, that I want, is 
some Corn Pops.” 

Bryce had told her the deal was $125 and 
that she had to be quick. 


SHORT FICTION 


They had got out of the truck and walked 
towards the grocery store. She walked ahead 
of Bryce but slowed at the door to give him 
time to catch up. She had not waited for him 
to get beside her, just waited to be sure he 
was walking along. 

“Come on, this will be quick,” she had said 
over her shoulder. 

Now after all that, here they were stand- 
ing in line together waiting for the ancient 
Asian man working behind the register to 
finish counting out a customer’s change ina 
pained semi-English. 

“Woon, Du, Tee...” 

She held in arms the basket overflowing 
with foods like a cornucopia. She did her best 
to keep it all balanced but a can of beans fell 
out and clanked on the ground. She squatted 
to pick it up. Bryce stood rigid and waited for 
the old man to finish his counting. 

The old man finished his counting and 
handed the customer their groceries. She 
stepped to the counter and plunked the 
basket down. The ancient Asian began ring- 
ing the groceries through. She flitted her 
hair; Bryce looked at the brown curls. It 
was thick and heavy with the wet of snow. 
Here and there it was matted down with the 
weight of the messy tangle of curls. In his 
mind Bryce imagined grabbing a heavy, wet 
tangle of the hair. 

Bryce’s thoughts were cut off by the voice 
of the old man. He was addressing himself 
to Bryce asking for payment. Bryce couldn't 
understand him though his broken English, 
but he noticed the price on the register - 
$132.13. 

“Ttold you one-hundred and twenty five.” 

“Fuck. It’s a couple bucks.” 

“Fuck, it’s a couple bucks too much.” 

She leaned in closer to him and lowered 
her voice, “Don’t be a douchebag. I'll find you 
change at my house - or I'll...” she made him 
another offer. 

“Fuck,” he breathed the curse out as he 
moved to the till. 

Bryce pulled a credit card out of his wallet. 
The old man grinned at him. Bryce did not 
grin back. 

They left the grocery store. Bryce carried 
his wallet and keys; she carried her grocer- 
ies. Bryce pressed the power unlock button 
and they pulled themselves inside. Bryce 
turned the key in the ignition and the truck 
roared alive. 

“So do you want to do this inthe truck or at 
my house or what?” 

Briefly silence flooded the truck cab and 
then she offered, “I have a place of my own 
and everything. 

“Tll take us somewhere.” 

“Okay. Just don’t take me too fuckin’ far. I 
need to get these home.” 

“Yeah.” 

Bryce pulled the truck up and down a few 
roads and into a quiet back alley. He turned 
the lights off but kept the truck running. 

“Here?” 

“Yes.” 

“You sure you're ready?” 

“Hurry the hell up.” 

“Okay, okay. Just let me move these 
groceries.” 

They consummated their trade. 
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“Fuck,” she adjusted her skirt and pulled 
her shirt back on straight, “can you drop me 
off a little closer to home?” 

Bryce moanedout a fatigued note. “Where? 
Where do you need to get?” 

“It’s about 20 minutes from here,” then 
noticing the hesitation on his face, “there is 
a bus stop about five minutes from here that 
would help me out too.” 

Bryce hesitated. 

“Come on, there are a lot of groceries 
here.” 

“You could’ve taken cash.” 

“Fuck you. It’s no skin off your ass to drive 
me five minutes.” 

“It was your call to take groceries.” 

“You bastard,” her voice was angry, “just 
take me down the street it’s no fucking—” 
she was cut off when Bryce lurched and 
grabbed her. His hands snatched her by the 
shoulder and across the face. She caught her 
breath but did not scream. 

“You shut your fucking mouth and get out 
of my truck or this night is going to end bad 
for you. I will take you downtown you slut. 
I’lltake you the fuck downtown and my boys 
willlock you up — you can try and suck your 
way out of there.” He hit her in the face. “You 
made a bad call haggling with a cop. Now 
you get the fuck out of my truck and consider 
yourself lucky that I don’t break your face or 
have you put away.” He shoved her into the 
door, releasing her. 

She scrambled with the door handle. 
Kicking like a fawn on ice and trying to get 
out. She managed to open the door and spill 
out of the truck, slamming the door behind 
her as she began running. Then, remember- 
ing the groceries, she turned around and 
lurched at the truck, but to no avail. Bryce 
was already backing it up and throwing 
it into drive. The truck kicked up dirt and 
gravel bits as the truck roared away. She bit 
at her lip and began walking down the alley, 
towards the bus station. 
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Bryce drove down the snowy streets and 
listened as the radio squawked out the long 
range forecast. 

“so bundle up and hunker down folks 
because it is going to be snow, snow, snow 
all through to the weekend. Cold too, brrrrr. 
Temperature going down to -35 plus wind 
chill. Get ready we are in for a cold one. Up 
next an hour of your favorite...” 

Bryce noticed her coat sitting in the seat 
beside him. She had taken it off but not 
taken it when she left. He pulled into a park- 
ing lot and put it in a donation bin. He drove 
himself home. 
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“Oh hihoney, how was work?” They kissed. 
“Is Edmonton safe for another day?” 

“Oh, you know. If it’s not one thing it’s two 
other damn things. I picked up groceries on 
my way back. Couldn’t remember what we 
needed — got us some eggs, some milk. Do 
you like corn pops?” 

“I do. Oh, you're so sweet! You go get your- 
self showered up, I'll heat up some supper for 
you — is steak good? Are you hungry?” 

“Sounds real good. I’m damn hungry.” 
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An Overactive 
Imagination of the 


Dangerous Kind 
by Laura Osgood 


here are faces staring back at me from the 
cars. 

Not really though. It’s just the light, or 
rather the dark, making the heads appear. 
They always disappear when I stare straight 
at them. But out of the corner of my eye they 
flicker into existence, looking at me. They lay 
back against the headrests, in the driver’s seat 
and backseat and passenger’s side and they 
have huge staring eyes that follow me and 
grinning teeth and blackened lips and— 

No no nono no, they aren't real, they’re just 
shadows, they’re just car parts and headrests 
and your damn imagination that won't stop. 

I take a slow breath, in and out, and look at 
the area between where I've parked and the 
glowing red exit sign at the other end of the 
parking garage. Since the building is packed 
with people who’ve come to the concert, 
I’m forced to park on the second basement 
level. I check my watch. Fifteen minutes late. 
Dammit I told you there wasn’t time to read 
that last chapter you should have just left you 
silly girl. 

There are six rows of cars between me and 
the exit and the staircase beyond. I have to 
walk between at least 12 cars if I plan on get- 
ting out of here. Breathe, girl, breathe. I slowly 
turn off my headlights, grab my purse, and 
open the door. 

It’s cooler down here than I thought. I 
shiver and rub my arms. I’m wearing a tight 
skirt with no leggings, and my top leaves my 
stomach bare. I glance at the car next to me. 
Shadows splay across the headrest and there’s 
a face, a face turning towards me, eyeless 
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and pale. 

I force my eyes back to my shoes. 

Okay, the quicker you walk the quicker 
you'll be inside, enjoying music and company 
and warmth and there will be no more dark 
cars with dark shadows to walk past so GET 
YOUR FEET MOVING! 

I start walking, wobbling slightly in 
my higher-than-necessary heels. Out of the 
corner of my eye I see a face, someone inside 
the car beside me. I whip my head around, a 
gasp escaping my lips, but the face disappears 
as I stare into the car’s darkened insides. 

Nothing. There is nothing there. There 
never was anything there and there never will 
be so just go. Go and don't look back. 

With a shaky breath— 

Oh God Ican do this 

—I resume my pace and look straight ahead, 
trying to ignore my eyes and what they insist 
on seeing. 

You've passed four cars good no don’t look 
it’s not real don’t you dare turn your head 
towards that face it’s not fucking there okay 
six halfway there you can do this you're good 

As I reach the bumper of the seventh and 
eighth cars, my heel sticks in a crack in the 
cement and I stumble. Not thinking, I reach 
out my hand to catch myself. There’s a loud 
thunk as my hand makes contact with the 
small, black Honda to my left. The sound 
echoes through the garage thunk-thunk- 
thunk as I pull myself upright thunk-thunk- 
thunk-CLICk. 

Wait what— the out-of place-echo barely 
has time to register with me before the garage 
is plunged into darkness. 
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Oh God oh God oh God oh God a whimper 
emerges from my throat as my body freezes, 
hand still laying on the cool metal of the 
Honda’s trunk. My chest starts heaving with 
laboured panting while my blood pounds 
in my ears, the only sounds I can hear. The 


echoes have stopped. I’m frozen, eyes strain- 
ing to see anything in the complete blackness. 

There, right ahead of me, my glowing red sal- 
vation, the exit sign for the basement stairs. IfI 
could just walk forward, ifI could just see— 

Ireach into my purse, digging for my phone, 
hope giving me the power to move my limbs. 
The piece of crap won't have reception down 
here who would you call your mother tell her 
you're afraid of the dark come get me mommy 
I'm scared but at least it has light. It’s in the 
side pocket, right where I left it. I whip it out, 
turning on the screen and scattering some 
loose change in my panic. 

Okay, you have a phone, you have an exit 
point, go now just hurry up and go! 

Phone pointed at the ground, hand trail- 
ing along the car for support, a guide, I move 
straight forward on shaky legs. I reach the 
front door of the car when I see it, the face, the 
person sitting in the passenger’s side. With 
a startled yelp I point my phone at the head, 
knowing it will go away in the light. 

It doesn’t. No, instead I see it clearly, the 
rotted flesh hanging off the skull and the 
empty sockets and stringy bits of hair and it’s 
turning its head it’s turning to look at me 

I shriek, the sound tearing from my throat 
as I leap back, feet moving until I hit the other 
cara few feet away. From here I can't see inside 
the car, can't shine my phone close enough. 
But even with my scream echoing around the 
basement, I hear something else, the sound 
of a body shifting against a leather car seat, 
bones creaking and it’s not coming from the 
car across from me. Slowly, not wanting to see 
not wanting to look not wanting it to be true, I 
turn my head towards the car window pressed 
up against my back, bring up my phone and 
peer into the driver’s window. 

A face is pressed against the glass, broken 
teeth grinning at me as blank sockets stare. 
One bony hand is reaching towards me as the 
other grasps the car door’s handle. 


The sound leaking from my throat isn’t a 
scream. No, there’s not enough air in my lungs 
orroomin my throat for more thana soft whin- 
ing noise as I push away from the car towards 
the exit sign. 

Oh fuck oh fuck oh fuck oh God oh God please 
help me please my breathing is quick and stac- 
cato, accompanied by high pitched whimpers 
as I stumble over cracked pavement. Around 
me there are sharp clicking noise as doors 
start opening. In the wildly swinging light of 
my cell phone, still clutched in my hand, I see 
the rotting ghouls looking at me, reaching 
for me, trying to grab at my hair and clothes 
and oh God just two cars just two cars you are 
nearly fucking there 

A cold, fleshless hand brushes by my thigh, 
trying to grab me, to pull me back and I finally 
find my voice anda scream rips from my throat 
as I jerk out my leg to kick that thing away to 
get that thing offofme 

And I'm free, no more cars in front of me, 
the exit sign above my head, my outstretched 
hands on the door. I grasp the handle and 
push it open, the sharp clack-clack of bones 
on cement behind me, a few feet away and still 
reaching out still trying to catch me. 

On the other side I shove the door closed. 
Seeing a lock above the handle I twist it, seal- 
ing the damned faces behind half a foot of 
metal and concrete. 

My breathe starts wheezing out of my lungs, 
chest heaving with shuddering gasps as I 
sob in relief. My shaking legs give out. I lean 
back against the door, my saviour, my shelter. 
For a minute I can’t do anything but lie there 
and cry. 

Then the lights go out. 

My breath catches in my throat. The 
door behind me opens with a soft click. 
Unsupported, I fall backwards into the garage, 
into the black, a cold bony hand around my 
neck. The scream doesn’t even have a chance 
to escape my throat. 


When Sally 


Discovered Boys 
by Eric Grehan 


Sa. was a normal eight-and-a-half year 
old girl. She enjoyed going on walks 
through the woods with her parents, play- 
ing with her dolls, and other things that little 
girls like to do. She especially enjoyed school 
because of her friends there and her teacher, 
Mrs. Henderson. Sally was anormal little girl 
who hadn't yet noticed the existence of boys. 

One day, while sitting in class, she noticed 
the back of Tyler’s head. That was strange. 
She had sat behind him for most of the year 
but she never noticed anything different 
about him. When she looked at his head now 
.. she didn’t know what to think. Was it the 
ears? They certainly were very nice ears. And 
Tyler was a nice boy. Sally began to think that 
maybe she should talk to Tyler, and become 
friends with him, and maybe their moms 
would organize a play-date at Sally’s house. 
Sally leaned forward to get a closer look, but 
her examination of Tyler’s ears was inter- 
rupted by the sight ofa small plume of smoke 
that was rising out of Tyler’s desk, which did 
not go unnoticed by Mrs. Henderson. 

“Tyler! Are you playing with matches in 
school?” Tyler’s bewildered face was appar- 
ently not a denial, and while he was being 
escorted down to the principal’s office by the 
ear he was not even able to stutter out a coher- 
ent response. Sally laughed along with the 
rest of her classmates. After Tyler returned 
from his week-long suspension, Sally never 
talked to him like she had planned. Yes, he 
still had strangely attractive ears, but she 


couldn't very well be friends with a naughty 
boy who broke the rules. 

Life was normal again for Sally until one 
day her parents left her alone for the first 
time while they went out shopping. They 
trusted Sally not to answer the doorbell, not 
to eat anything that she shouldn't, and not to 
set the house on fire. When her parents were 
gone Sally had the house all to herself. It was 
new to Sally, and she ran into every room like 
she was seeing it for the first time. When she 
got to her parent’s bedroom, she stopped. She 
had never been in there by herselfbefore. The 
first thing that caught her attention was her 
mother’s great big shelf of books. Sally had 
never looked at them before, so she pulled 
one out at random to see what it was. It was 
called Passion under a Moonlit Sky and there 
was a funny man on the cover. Well, Sally 
had never seen this kind of book before. She 
decided to flip to the middle of the book to 
see if it was at all interesting. It was hard to 
understand, and she didn’t know words like 
“untameable manhood” and “voluptuous 
mounds.” After a few sentences, she got the 
feeling that maybe this wasn’t the kind of 
book she should be reading, but that didn't 
make her stop. A blush crept up her cheeks, 
and as she kept reading, she felt a strange 
heat start in her chest and spread through- 
out her body, right to the ends of her fingers 
and toes. What kind of feeling was this? Sally 
didn’t know, but it felt good. Though before 
she could read any further, the pages of the 
book started to blacken and curl. Before Sally 
knew what was going on, the book burst into 
flame with a heat that scorched her face and 
hands. 

Sally screamed and dropped the book on 
the floor, where the flames rapidly consumed 


it, only leaving a pile of ash on the carpet. 
Sally was shocked into standing still, but 
after a minute of frantic thought, she went 
and opened the windows and got the vacuum 
cleaner from the closet and tried to remove 
as much of the evidence of the fire as pos- 
sible. When that was done she decided that it 
had been such a strange day, that she might 
as well go to bed instead of trying to puzzle 
out inexplicable events. She lay awake star- 
ing at the wall for a hour or so trying to think 
about nothing at all, and eventually sleep 
overcame her. 

Sally woke up normally, and when she saw 
her parents again in the morning they didn't 
ask about the open windows or the darkened 
patch on the carpet. By the end of the week 
the incident was almost out of her mind. 

The only other notable thing that happened 
to Sally was when she was watching TV in 
her living room on a boring Wednesday after 
school. It just so happened that her mother 
was out and her father was in the kitchen 
making dinner when a certain commercial 
came on. The man in the commercial was a 
rugged outdoorsy type, who was enthusi- 
astically soaping himself up with the latest 
shower gel product. Sally slowly turned her 
head away from the TV. There was no one in 
the room except for her. The man on the TV 
had a square jaw, strong arms, and when he 
turned to the camera and flashed his million- 
dollar smile, Sally felt wonderfully excited. 
She closed her eyes, and with one hand pulled 
the blanket up to her chin, just as the other 
hand crept down. It seemed to have a mind of 
its own but Sally did nothing to stop it. Just as 
the commercial ended however, the colours of 
the TV started to waver and smear, and Sally 
noticed the acrid smell of burning plastic. 


Only a moment later did a great jet of flame 
explode out ofthe back ofthe TV. Sally opened 
her mouthto scream, but awave of thick black 
smoke filled the room, causing her to cough 
uncontrollably. Although her vision was 
hopelessly obscured by the billows of smoke, 
she managed to stumble out of the room with 
a scorching heat at her back. Crawling along 
the floor with tears of shock and fear in her 
eyes, she made it to the front door and hurled 
herself outside onto the front lawn. 

Though the flames devoured her home 
with an unnatural speed and intensity, luck- 
ily no one was seriously injured. Sally’s father 
required stitches to close the cuts on the 
arms and hands after smashing the kitchen 
window and crawling out the shard-crusted 
frame, but Sally and her mother, who was out 
shopping, were fine. An extensive investiga- 
tion of the houses’ charred debris revealed 
the cause of the fire to be faulty wiring in the 
breakers, and life returned to normalcy sur- 
prisingly quickly. Sally’s terrifying experi- 
ence should have formed multiple neuroses 
requiring extensive therapy well into adult- 
hood, but she eventually came to see the 
whole thing with indifference. Except for 
the odd recollection of the incident here and 
there, the whole thing was forgotten. 

Sally was well on her way to becoming a 
woman, and so she put childhood memories 
behind her. She quickly matured, and her 
precocious curiosity ended before her class- 
mates discovered the strangeness of their 
growing bodies as they passed through those 
formative years. With this difference going 
unnoticed in all but the most superficial way, 
Sally became indistinguishable from her 
friends as they joined the ranks of modern 
women. 
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Student Debt 


thinking about her debt, and personal finances in 
general. 

She was two years away from finishing her science 
degree when she started watching Till Debt Do Us 
Part on Slice, where financial guru Gail Vaz-Oxlade 
dishes out financial advice to couples struggling with 
their money. Her finances weren't affecting a relation- 
ship, but the show got Casey got interested in her own 
finances. 

She managed to get her spending habits in line 
while in school, avoiding a huge student loan debt. But 
Casey still came out with $20,000 in student debt and 
had only a few months before the grace period was up 
and she had to start making repayments. 

“To be honest, I didn’t spend all of that on tuition. 
When I got my student loans, I paid my tuition, but 
there was money left over. I made mistakes with that 
money. Whether it was shopping or dinners out with 
friends, Icame to the realization that I was a bit care- 
less in my undergrad and now I owed $20,000 and it 
wasn't all school expenses.” 

Casey’s financial prudence meant she didn’t end 
up with $80,000 or $90,000 in debt after graduation, 
but it did mean she had to be more careful with her 
money. 

Now a student advisor in the Faculty of Engineering, 
she blogs about her financial decisions at Money After 
Graduation, discussing decisions she’s making about 
debt and personal finance. She pays $700 towards her 
student loans per month and plans to have them paid 


[: was reality television that got Bridget Casey 


ugateway = WWW.THEGATEWAYONLINE.CA = April 4, 2012 


FNAL NOTICE 


Written by Justin Bell 
Illustrations by Ross Vincent 


off entirely by next fall. 

Starting the blog and posting her student debt num- 
bers was a difficult choice for Casey. She was embar- 
rassed to tell other people how much she owed. But 
when she started talking about it, she realized she 
didn’t have it so bad. 

“Having it public is really what makes me account- 
able. Say if I put $200 this month. My blog is seeing 
hundreds of views of days, and I might get 50 com- 
ments of people saying, ‘What are you doing? Why did 
you make this choice?’” 

Casey isn’t alone in her struggles with student debt. 
While student debt for Canadian graduates can be 
difficult to calculate, a Statistics Canada survey from 
2005 found that students were on average finishing 
school with $18,800 in debt. That’s up from $15,000 10 
years earlier. 

And more students are choosing to borrow in order 
to finance their education. The same Statistics Canada 
survey showed that 57 per cent of students had bor- 
rowed money from either government or private 
sources to pay for their education, again up from 49 
per cent of students a decade ago. 

Those numbers are almost 10 years old now, and 
some student groups are placing the average even 
higher now. The Canadian Federation of Students 
estimates that Canadian students are graduating with 
somewhere between $20,000 and $30,000 in debt. 
They saidnumbers can be difficult to calculate because 
there are two levels of government to check, and not 
every provincial government releases numbers. 
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“Having a lot of debt might affect what career you pursue. You might decline to 
pursue grad school or might turn down a low-paying job in (your) field in order to pay 


off debt.” 


“The highest tuition fees arein Ontario. There, 
the average student debt is about $30,000,” said 
Roxanne Dubois, the national chairperson for 
the Canadian Federation of Students. “(There’s) 
an expectation on youth that when they gradu- 
ate they start paying into the economy. When 
you have $20,000 or $30,000 in debt, you can't 
really do that.” 

The CFS tracks the overall federal student 
debt, which currently sits at just under $15 bil- 
lion. That doesn’t include money owed to pro- 
vincial student debt programs or to banks and 
family members. 

“To be honest, the student debt issue is very 
intimately related with high tuition fees. We 
wouldn't get into debt if we weren't required 
to pay thousands of dollars when we get into 
school,” Dubois said. 

This is an economy, according to Dubois, 
in which 70 per cent of jobs require some sort 
of post-secondary education, whether that be 
from a college, technical institute or university, 
so students are forced into an education in order 
to get jobs in the future. 

But with as much as $30,000 in debt, gradu- 
ates may be making decisions about their 
future based on their debt. Students’ Union 
Vice-President (External) Farid Iskandar said 
students are making plans with that big debt 
number in mind. 

“Having a lot of debt might affect what career 


~ Farid Iskandar 
VP (External), Students’ Union 


you pursue,” Iskandar said. “You might decline 
to pursue grad school or might turn down a 
low-paying job in (your) field in order to pay off 
debt.” 

The possibility of debt is also turning people 
away from school, according to Iskandar. If 
students don't think they can afford to take on 
$30,000 on debt — either because oftheir career 
path or poor credit in the past — they won't start 
post-secondary education in the first place. 

“More and more we are moving into a system 
where we aren't giving students awards, but 
giving them debt,” Iskandar said. 

Student debt can have an impact beyond 
where a graduate might work after school is 
done. Debt needs to be paid back, and with as 
much as $700 per month being paid to the gov- 
ernment, that’s money that could be going into 
a down payment on a home, or other sorts of 
savings. 

Gordon Lucyk, the co-chair of student ser- 
vices at the School of Business at MacEwan, said 
a post-secondary education needs to be seen as 
an investment. But there’s a recognition that 
student debt can have negative consequence. 

“In the government student debt programs, 
you get a grace period. After that period oftime, 
you have to deal with it,” Lucyk said. “It gets into 
your credit record, and financial institutions 
take alook at that every time you go to apply for 
a credit card, for financing for cars and houses 


and things like that.” 

And while students may graduate with debt, 
Lucyk pointed out that Alberta at least has a hot 
job market to head into after school. With com- 
panies having to look outside the country for 
employees, local graduates havea better chance 
here than anywhere else in Canada. 

With so many issues surrounding debt — 
financing rates, government or private, how 
much to pay off each month — the world after 
graduation can seem a scary place. But as Casey 
points out, getting your own finances under 
control doesn’t have to be difficult. 

The science grad taught herself everything 
she knows about personal finance, and now 
shares her own wisdom through her blog with 
other readers. 

Dealing with small sums, she said pretty 
much anyone can figure out their own finances. 
It comes down to setting aside money every 
month for the important things, like paying off 
debt and ensuring there’s food onthe table, and 
cutting back on frivolities. 

But paying off debt is about getting your life 
started. For Casey, that means short-term pain 
for long-term gain. 

“When my debt is paid off next year, I’m going 
to have an extra $700 in disposable income. 
Then I can start saving for other goals, for vaca- 
tions or nights out with my friends, and it won't 
be harmful anymore.” 


“To be honest, the student debt issue is very intimately related with high tuition fees. 
We wouldn't get into debt if we weren't required to pay thousands of dollars when we 


get into school.” 


~ Roxanne Dubois 
Chairperson, Canadian Federation of Students 


feature = 33 


Check out thegatewayonline.ca for our previous afterGRAD features about the job market and grad studies. 
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Comics meetings Mondays at 5 p.m. in 3-04 SUB. C’mon by! 


POP & ICE CREAM by Lance and Evan Mudryk 


| can't believe my grandson is But what's the point? | 
really old enough to vote. | How can you Say only get one vote, right? 

remember when you were still i bologna? ‘ Like that's going to 
in diapers! Hoi hoi hoi hoi. Voting iS one of the make a difference... 


amuse myse most transcendental 
: - gractty experiences a human 


may have. Sure, it's 
lost some meaning 
since they gave 
women and prisoners 
the right, but it's 
still important. 


Say you want to torrent 
the new episodes of 


: Okay, cool, | got it. 
Every seed counts. 


Voting rules. 
| gotta go do some 
young people stuff. 


HAHA, WE PRANKED THOSE 
CROOKS BUT Good! 
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THE LAMEST CRIME- 
FIGHTERS EVER, 

BUT WHEN IT 
COMES TO CHILDISH 
HIsINKS, YOU'RE 
ALL RIGHT. 


Tm sotisfied 
just watching, 


Seez, who'd hove guessed 
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DISGRUNTLED ARTS PROFESSOR ON THE NON-PHONE by Kathryn Dutchak 
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Puzzle provided by BestCrosswords.com 62. Risky 
Used with permission. 66. Artist’s pencil 
69. Former French colony of north- 
Across western Africa 
70. Icon 
1. After John in the NT 71. Actress McClurg 
5. Bore 72. Take from me 


9. Breathes fast and hard 
14. Circular band 


15. Abominable snowman 75. Uh-uh 
16. China’s Zhou_____ 
17. “Hard _!” (sailor’s yell) Down 


18. Star-shaped 

20. No-goodnik 

22. “Hold On Tight” band 

23. For one 

24. Capital of Calvados, in NW France 
26. Lacking 

28. Capital of Moldova 

32. Observe 

36. Cornerstone abbr. 

37. Large cat 


7. Fit to 


39, Artist Rousseau 10. Detach 

AO. First Arabic letter 11. Failure 

42. Aromatic wood 12. Casino game 

44. Call for 13. Fool 

45. Informs 19. It may be floated 
47. Home movie medium 21. Manner of walking 
49. Hwy. 25. Israeli desert 


50. Takes by theft 
52. Real estate register 


73. Big name in printers 
74. Clairvoyant 


1. Captain of the Pequod 

2. Soft drink 

3. Nailed obliquely 

4. Language communication 

5. Counteracting genetic improvement 
6. Emeritus: Abbr. 

8. Breathing organs of fish 

9. Architect |.M. 


27. Japanese drama 
28. “Hyperion” poet 


38. “MASH” name 


54. Castle ring 29. Atoll unit 41. Wading bird 
56. Routine 30. Subway turner 43. Pigment 

57. Longfellow’s bell town 31. Of Hindu scriptures 46.___-mo 

60. Assist 33. Inactive 48. Swear words 


TALES FROM WALES by Ryan Bromsgrove 


CLASSIFIEDS 
FOR RENT 


Avail. mid Apr, 1 bedroom apart @Top Of Valley 
(Jasper & 121st).Renovated unit includes utilities 
and U/G parking. Adult building with laundry 
and pool and more. Non-smoke. $850/mo, yearly 
lease. Dave or Kathy 780-477-6761, wisemank@ 
telus.net 
. SERVICES 
Need storage for the summer? We have the per- 
fect fit in a brand new clean building located just 
minutes from the university. Call Landmark Self 
Storage @ (780) 454-0893 today and ask about 
our student special, or visit us online @ www. 
landmarkstorage.ca 
EMPLOYMENT 
_FULLTIME 


e go to www.gatewayclassifieds.ca 


Grasschopper Landscaping Ltd. is hiring hard 
working men and women for our landscaping 
and maintenance crews. We offer lots of hours 
and a great team culture. To apply please email 
resumes to landscapejob@hotmail.ca 


Edmonton Area Landscaping Company looking 
for responsible, reliable individuals forlabor posi- 
tions. Must have own transportation. Starting at 


: PART TIME 
Gymnastics & Swim Instructors WANTED! 
Childrens sport programs at Kinsmen & 


Terwillegar offered evenings & Saturday morn- 
ings for spring, full time for weekday summer 
camps. Superior wages, contact Taunya 780-444- 
7300 or swimgym@telusplanet.net 


34. El Greco’s birthplace 
35. Bird that gets you down 
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ae Bee Bee 
idl 


51. Swedish auto 63. Defense grp. since 1949 


53. Sailor 64. A good one gets you there 
55. Wearies ina hurry 
57. ...baked in____ 65. Exclamation of fright 


58. Compact by pounding 
59. Narrow inlets 
61. Type of ranch 


67. 1980’s movie starring Bo Derek and 
Dudley Moore 


68. Sprechen___ Deutsch? 


PHOTO OF THE MONTH 


LITTLE LION IN LYON A cat prowls around the walls ofa schoolyard in Lyon, France. JULIANNA DAMER 
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